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treatment of our patients, and we should not brook 
interference from the outside in the conscientious 
Some of the less intelligent members of the veteri- | performance of our duties.” Anyone may write such 
nary profession have, in connection with this case, dis- | stuff, but the man who put it in practice would soon 
played a remarkable amount of ignorance and in- | find himself in confinement. Two medical men 
civility. One man, misusing the word “ conscience ’’ | have, in recent times, been condemned to death for 
as his pseudonym, had the impertinence to write— | ‘‘ unfettered action in the treatment of their patients.” 
“Jf we cannot help one another, let us not do each | The members of every calling are fettered by law, and 
other harm for the sake of mere filthy lucre,”’ and | all have to brook interference from the outside. 
then he suggested that the veterinary witnesses for | The ‘ conscientious performance of our duties”’ is a 
the prosecution should forward their fees to the fund | sounding phrase, but it only means—doing what we 
being raised for the defendant. Another person pre | think right. Torquemada was a conscientious man, 
faced an address to a veterinary medical society with | but his unfettered action in the treatment of his 
the remark that—‘‘the members of the profession | spiritual patients was put a stop to by outsiders. We 
who supported the prosecution were looked upon as | protest against the veterinary profession being made 
acting a very low part.” The President of this | to look foolish by exaggerated claims to independence 
society permitted himself to say—‘‘ one is astonished | and distorted arguments about their conscientious 
to see veterinary surgeons giving evidence against | performances. 
brother practitioners for a paltry court fee.” | The general question of the treatment meted out 
These comments, it will be noticed, make no ob- : to veterinary practitioners by the R.S.P.C.A. is quite 
jection to any specific statement of witnesses, they distinct and separate from the conduct of veterinary 
lo not complain of erroneous opinions being ex- | surgeons in courts of law. Mr. Mettam has mixed 
pressed, but they bluntly assume that for the sake of | the two quite unnecessarily, and added confusion by 
money a number of veterinary surgeons supported | Weaving together the general question and the par- 
the prosecution of another practitioner. They do | ticular case at Carlisle. He draws an invidious com- 
not discuss the merits of the case or weigh the| parison between the veterinary witnesses who ap- 
evidence. They take the absurd position that no | peared for and against the R.S.P.C.A. He says, 
professional man can give evidence against a member | speaking of the side he does not approve—* they had 
of the same profession except by forfeiting his honour, | the temerity to give evidence against a brother practi 
and they add insult to absurdity by declaring that | tioner and criticise his conduct of a case such as, 
the attraction for such conduct is simply greed. | upon their own showing, they had had no experience 
Persons unaccustomed to writing, thinking, or | for at least a quarter of a century.” Part of this is 
speaking may be forgiven for a hasty remark, | untrue and all unfair. Not one of the witnesses 
especially at the moment when, or at the place where criticised Mr. Hewson s ** conduct of the case. [hey 
the cause of excitement existed. Not so easy is it to | all accepted his statement that the cow was in sucha 
excuse the man who sits down coolly and deliber- | condition that the only humane thing to do was to 
ately to review anevent which has passed. From him | slaughter her. Only two of the witnesses said they 
might be expected at any rate fairness and courtesy. | had not experievce in cow-calving for a quarter of a 
For him to exhibit only prejudice and to hold up to | century, and their memories had not forsaken them 
contempt the actions of men with whom he disagrees, | or their knowledge of physiology and pathology be- 
is inexeusable—for we cannot admit as an excuse the | come a blank. If Mr. Mettam, sitting as “a ruler 
fact that he is nnable to understand his subject. and judge over us has any fault to find with the 
Certainly, no wilder or more illogical utterance on evidence given by veterinary surgeons for the prose- 
the Carlisle case is to be found than the editorial | cution let him specify it. Let him say where the 
article in The Veterinarian, signed by Mr. Mettam. | error is in their testimony, and not no stric- 
One would imagine from reading his tirade that | tures to personal attacks upon the — ee 
Prosecutions were decided in this country without | tion that ‘certainly their professions status nae - 
Magistrates or judges; and that if once a man been improved ” is only gratuitous impertinence.,  1n 
tame a M.R.C.V.S. he was impeccable, and short, his article has neither — nor meaning eXx- 
iltogether above the laws of the realm. Surely, Mr. cept on the supposition that he elieves _- eae 
lettam knows that a prosecution for cruelty or for | surgeon should go into court — _ es - 
Sng culty maybe commenced agains ewoed let oppo fo te tessa Crile as 
‘unsel or a solicitor--even against a veterinary ~ aallienanl dieeahéaiin 
‘irgeon or a bishop. He ought, also, to know that not whether Mr. Hewsou “es vy ; : be. 
¢ innocence or guilt of the “iefendant is not deter- | It was—whether the of rig a ss an 
ined by the witnesses, but by the Court. Veterinary gress of the case ——- " ic ee esa ventared 
a can claim no exemption from the laws ! pepe hay aie hold the view contrary to ours 
ge apply to all men. The members of any ee ral on idity, ignorance, or other baseness 
ig May declare that “‘Our independence—our very | were guilty of cupidity, a ge * ' . 
*tistence—depends upon our unfettered action in the We claim the same courtesy ° 


Mr. Hewson’s ApprEan. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


THE GASTRO-ENTERIC FORM OF 
INFLUENZA (?) IN THE DOG. 


By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. Kensington. 


According to my own experience, dating back about 
ten years, this complaint, if I am allowed to include 
gastritis or gastro-enteritis occurring in an epizootic 
form without buccal and lingual lesions, is no new 
disease. For many winters past I have observed 
limited but generally mild-outbreaks which I did not 
ascribe at the time to infection but to atmospherical 
changes affecting dogs or their food. 

About 18 months ago, at a dog show held in 
Brighton, a number of the dogs suddenly manifested 
an acute form of gastritis to which many succumbed 
without the cause being determined. Every winter 
in some district or other of London in consequence of 
many dogs dying of gastritis suspected to be dué to 
poison, the R.8.P.C.A. placard notices offering a 
reward for the detection, etc., of dog poisoners. 
Should these two cases be included in the epizootic 
canine gastro-enteritis ? 

Cats are not free from it, or, at least, a similar 
complaint. In them it runs a far more rapid course, 
killing within 12 to 36 hours. Where many cats are 
kept nearly ali may die of it. This winter I have 
noticed buccal, alveolar, etc., lesions in some of the 
less rapidly ending cases in cats, resembling the 
disease in the so-called ‘“‘new dug disease.’ The 
gastric symptoms appeared due to disease of the food 
rather than to direct infection from animal to anima!. 
This disease was also prevalent in this species in the 
year 1894. The ‘‘new canine complaint’’ as des- 
cribed in The Journal of Comparative Pathology, 
March, 1899, by Professor Klett, as the ‘ Stuttgart 
dog epizootic’’ or ‘‘contagious gastro-enteritis and 
ulcerative stomatitis in the dog’ is not so rare in 
London as Professor McFadyean in his editorial in 
the last number of the above quoted journal would 
lead us to believe. But as few people in the metropolis 
keep more than one or two dogs as companions it is 





less likely to attract public attention than in the | 
provinces where packs of hounds are kept or where | 


news spreads quickly. 

The only thing in this complaint that seems to me | 
to be new is the buccal, lingual etc. lesions, accom- | 
panied or not with gastric or gastro-enteric symptoms | 
and lesions. Many dogs show buccal or lingual | 
lesions without any gastro-enteric lesions; and again, | 
gastric symptoms may be severe without any gastric | 
or gastro-enteric lesions being discovered on post- 
mortem examination. In some cases there may be 
observed choreic movements of the mouth. I have 
had a case linger for three months and then death 
has supervened. As long as milk and soda water was 
given vomiting was rare, but as soon as other food 
was given vomiting set in with great severity. On 
post-mortem examination erosion oi the mucous 
membrane was found in the greater curvature near the 
pyloric end of the stomach. 





Should those cases of bloody diarrhoea, so common 
in dogs of all ages seen every winter during wet 
weather, and epizootic cases of diabetes also be inclu- 
ded in this complaint ? 

We must remember that all epizootics, as well as 
epidemics have their periods of malignancy ; for in- 
stance, influenza raged a few years ago with great 
fatality. The same can be said of small-pox, scarlet 
fever, diphtheria, mange, etc. 

Again, greater interest is taken in the welfare and 
the breeding of dogs, dog shows are more numerous, 
and consequently disease is spread with greater 
rapidity ; and, finally, the veterinary schools both in 
this country and on the Continent take a greater 
interest in canine medicine than was the case ten or 
fifteen years ago, when lectures on the diseases of 
the dog were like ‘‘ angels from heaven’’—few and 
far between. 

It is an erroneous idea with the majority of the 
public and those practitioners who have had very 
little to do with dogs to suppose that only young 
dogs have distemper, and that one attack absolutely 
confers immunity. I, and no doubt other practi- 
tioners who have had much experience in canine 
practice, can testify to innumerable instances where 
dogs of all ages, even at 16 years, have been attacked 
with the complaint, and again became affected after 
some time. 

It seems surprising when one thinks of the canine 
wealth of this country, which can be counted by 
raillions of pounds sterling, that so little attention has 
been given to the bacteriological study of canine 
epizootics. 





WOUND PUNCTURE AND EMBOLISM. 
By Vet.-Lieut. P. J. Harris, A.V.D., 
3rd Madras Lancers, Secunderabad. 





As I consider this case will be of interest to the 
readers of your valuable paper | am sending photo- 
graph of the horse, just before he was destroyed, and 
extract from my case book : 

Nov. 19th, 1898. R.C. 61. Wound Puncture.— 
Situated in the inguinal region, offside ; was staked 
whilst lime cutting. The bamboo stick on which the 
lime was placed and the end that was sticking in the 
ground, penetrating to about 8 to 9 inches. Patient 
lost an enormous quantity of blood. Wound was 
plugged with tow saturated with tr. ferri perchlor. by 
the farrier-major, taken to hospital and placed im 
slings. A drench of spts. ether nit. 5ii. and ammon. 
carb. 3ss. was immediately given. ‘ 

8.30 p.m. Patient standing very quiet, bleeding 
stopped, pulse very weak, temperature 102, eyes 
slightly. Ordered another drink to be given he 
to be kept perfectly quiet, wound not to be touch, 
bran mash diet. 

Nov. 20th. Patient blowing more, pulse a 
temperature 108, bandages removed and gg ‘is 
explored as far as possible; no foreign bo y . 
covered, wound well washed and syringed wit nd 
carb. sol. (1-30); plugged with antiseptic tow @ 
bandaged. 
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RY Quinine sulph. 5ii. 
Aqua ad. Oj 


to be given in morning, and the following drink this | not discover anything. 


evening :-— 
R_ Quinine sulpb. 5ii. 
Spt. ether nit. 3i. 
Aqua ad. Oi. 
Bran and green grass diet. 
Nov. 21st. Doing as well as can be expected, 


pulse quickened, temperature 103.3, slight swelling | sign of embolism; arched back, 
round region of wound. Surgical creatment continued, vein; cold extremities : 


swelling fomented. Dose of physic to be adminis. 
tered to-night, aloes Barb. iv. 

Nov. 23rd. Patient about 
the same. Temperature 102 ; 
profuse swelling about the 
wound and scrotum extend- 
ing down the leg. Swelling 
scarified and hot fomenta- 


tions applied. Physic has 
acted. 
Nov. 25th. Swelling has 


increased. Temperature 


102.8. Wounddressed as 
before. Fomentations con- 
tinued. ’ 


Nov. 26th. Temperature 
103.2. Patient about the 
same. Ordered pot. chlor. 
3i. to be given in drinking 
water daily, and following 
drench to be given every 
morning :— 

R Ac. carb. 5. 
Ol. lini. Oss. 
Wound dressed as before. 

Nov. 28th. Improving; 
swelling disappearing. Treat- 
ment continued. Tempera- 
ture 103. 

Nov. 29th. Temperature 102.6. Dependant open- 
ing made. Doing well. 

Dec. 2nd. Doing well; temperature normal. | 
Taken out of slings and removed to a loose box. | 
Walking exercise ordered. Morning drench stopped. | 

Dec. 9th. Doing well. | 
Dec. 11th. Still a discharge; temperature having 
nsen to 108. Salicylate of soda 5iv. ordered to be 
given in drinking water. 

Dec. 12th. Better. Temperature 102. 

Dee. 14th. Much better. Temperature normal. 

ischarge much less. Treatment continued. 

Dec. 17th. Improvement continued. Ordered 
following powders to be given in food daily :— 

R Ferri sulph. —3i. 
Chiretta 5ili. 
Bran and linseed diet. 

Dec. 24th. Much better. 

Jan. 7th, 1899. Much better, but there is slight 
scharge from the wound. 
Jan. 20th. Opened up the wound again as the 

Scharge will not stop. Wound syringed with 
ac. carb. sol. (1-30). 

Feb. 4th. 
Patient has become very stiff in his gait, arches his 

k; temperature normal, and patient otherwise 


seems alright ; eats well. Am afraid an abscess has 
formed internally. Lxplored per rectum but could 


Feb. 14th. Still a discharge. 
Feb. 25th. Discharge has stopped and the wound 
has healed, but patient looks in very poor condition. 
| Linseed and extra feed to be given. Tonic ball to be 
| administered twice daily. 

March 15th. The patient is now showing every 
dilated saphena 
edema of chest, abdomen, 

and sheath, and is unable to walk. After exploration 
| per rectum I failed to locate the embolism. 





March 20th. S.V.O. has recommended me to 
have him destroyed. 

March 21st. Swelling increased and 
feverish. 

March 25th. Destroyed by order of G.O.C. 

Post-mortem. The internal iliac vein contained a 
thrombus, and a septic embolus was found in the 
post ven cave just at the junction of the renal vein. 


slightly 


The liver and spleen were congested ; other organs 
normal macroscopically. 


A CASE OF MEDIAN NEURECTOMY. 
By A. J. Carrett, M.R.C.V.S., Brecon. 





The subject was a six-year-old cob suffering from 


lameness on the off fore leg owing to the presence of 
» splint and chronically sprained tendon. The 
animal was quite useless for work, and no benefit 
resulted from firing, blistering, and a prolonged rest. 


Median neurectomy was performed in January, 


1897, there being an immediate improvement and, as 
the wound healed, the lameness entirely disappeared. 
The slight discharge still continuesand ‘The horse is at the present time working satisfactorily 
and has worked regularly withcut lameness ever 
since. 
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OVARO-HYSTERECTOMY OF THE 
PREGNANT UTERUS. 


By Frepx. Hospay, F.R.C.V.S., 
Royal Veterinary College, London. 


In The Veterinary Record for February 11th last 
Mr. E. H. Golding has recorded a successful case of 
ovaro-hysterectomy of the pregnant uterus in the 
bitch. 

In The Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics (vol. ix., p. 157; vol. x., p. 177; and 
vol. xi., p. 253) there are reported nine consecutive 
cases in which the same operation was performed 
either on the bitch or cat. 

The following cases have occurred since, the de- 
tails of the operation being as described by Mr. Gold- 
ing, with the minor difference that chinosol (1 in 500) 
was used as the antiseptic, boiled silk or sterilised 
catgut for the ligature of the body and horns of the 
uterus, and orthoform and collodion (1-8) as the 
usual application to hermetically seal the wound 
afterwards. 

Case X.—October 22nd, 1898. Fox terrier, 15 
months old. The animal was intended for odphorec- 
tomy alone, but upon opening the abdomen the uterus 
was found to be pregnant, the four foetuses present 
appearing quite four or five weeks old. Some 
hemorrhage ensued internally, as | was not prepared 
with proper silk for this operation. Two of the skin 
sutures were removed on the 26th, the remainder 
being left undisturbed. There was not a trace of pus 
at any time, and on this date the wound had simply 
the appearance of a narrow scratch. The patient 
was merely kept quiet for a few more days, requiring 
no more attention. 

Case XI.—Nov. 2nd, 1898. Fox terrier, 6 years, 
which had unfortunately been lined by a large collie 
five and a half weeks previously. As she had always 
had difficulty at times of parturition, even when 
mated to a dog her own size, there was every proba- 
bility that dystokia and a lingering death would 
ensue if matters were allowed to progress until the 
natural time of delivery. Upon removing the uterus 
this organ was found to contain six large foetuses. 
On the 7th the sutures were removed from the ab- 
dominal wall, the edges of the wound having quite 
united and the seat of operation only appearing as a 
narrow scratch. No pus was present at any time and 
recovery was uneventful. 

Case XI1.—Nov. 24th, 1898. Manchester terrier, 
four years, a case of dystokia. The animal had been 
in labour about 24 hours and had passed one large 
pup, the head of a second pup could be felt in the 
pelvis, but there was not room to effect its extraction. 
The operation was complicated by the condition of 
the mamme, which were full of milk, and by the ex- 
haustion of the patient. It was plain, however, that 
the only chance of life lay in the performance of 
hysterectomy, although a doubtful prognosis was 
given. The operation was successffly performed, 
and on the following day the patient appeared bright 
and doing fairly well. On the morning of the 26th 
she was found dead, post-mortem examination re- 


vealing death to be due to exhaustion and peri- 
tonitis. 

Case XIIJ.—August, 1898. A fox terrier, opera- 
ted upon by Messrs. Sessions and Bloxsome, of 
Brighton, to whom [ am indebted for permission to 
use the notes. The bitch was admitted into Mr. 
Sessions’ infirmary for odphorectomy, but when the 
abdomen was opened the uterus was found to be 
pregnant and ovaro-hysterectomy was performed. 
In addition to iodoform-collodion a pad of wadding 
and bandage were afterwards applied. Recovery was 
uninterrupted, no trace of pus occurring at the seat 
of operation, the animal being sent home about a 
fortnight later. 

Case XIV,—August, 1898. Irish terrier, three 
years old, which had been lined by a collie six weeks 
before. For the notes of this case I am indebted to 
Mr. Bushman, of London, who operated. There 
were five foetuses in the womb. The patient was 
dull and refused food for a few days, but the wound 
progressed favourably, and she was sent home exactly 
a fortnight after the operation. 

Case XV.—April 6th, 1899. Cat, aged, in very 
poor condition and apparently in pain. The owner 
stated that she was several days over her time, and 
that she always had trouble at time of parturition. 
She had been very uncomfortable and not fed well 
for several days; there was also a little catarrh from 
the nostrils. A doubtful prognosis was given on 
| account of the catarrh and emaciation. She passed 
through the operation successfully, five very large 
kittens being found within the uterus, and seemed 
quite comfortable afterwards. On the 7th she 
seemed quite bright and drank milk freely. On the 
8th she seemed weaker, and death occurred during the 
night. 

Post-mortem examination revealed no trace of 
peritonitis and, although there was food in the 
stomach and intestine, death was clearly due to 
syncope and exhaustion. Had the operation been 
performed a few days sooner I feel sure that the re- 
sult would have been a success. 

Summarising these cases, which have been con- 
secutive and not in any way picked out, it must be 
conceded that if the patient is not too weak this 
operation’ is well worth consideration in the early 
stages of dystokia and in cases where a small bitch 
‘has been lined by a large dog, or in the case of 
‘animals which have again become pregnant and are 
known to always have difficulty at times of partur- 
tion. If antiseptic precautions are rigidly carried out 
‘the prospects of a successful termination are 
' excellent. 

Out of the whole 15 cases, nine made good re- 
coveries, and of the remainder three were patients 
' which had become weakened through prolonged and 
difficult labonr, two were emaciated and the operation 
only performed as a last resource, and in the per 
| ing one death was fully accounted for by the fact " a 
ligature having become displaced and several ot er 
complications having ensued afterwards. Most 0 
them have been traced up to the present time and are 
in excellent health. . 7 

A curious development has ensued in — 
with Case VI., a fox terrier operated upon July 1814, 
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1898. Iam absolutely sure that the entire ovaries | hibited my large trocar, when Mr. Jas. Carlisle— 
and the whole of the uterus (which at the time of | now in his ninetieth year—-told the meeting that he 
operation contained four puppies), as far as half an thought the trocar was too small, he used a much 
inch below the juncture of the horns and body, were larger one—larger diameter. At that meeting Mr. 
taken away, but at the latter part of last year she | F. G. Ashley, who, I note, is referring to the subject 
was distinctly in cestrum, so much so that she would | in last week’s Record, asked the question whether it 
allow the dog to mount her. Copulation, however, | was the os-uteri that was at fault or the hymen ; up 
was not allowed by the owner on account of the risk | to that time, although I had operated on a number 
of injuring the bitch. of cases I had taken it for granted that it was the 
= ===} os-uteri, but since then my views have changed, for 
on examining the vagina of a virgin heifer it is 
IMPERVIOUS OS-UTERI, OR IMPERFORATE found very much corrugated and constricted im- 
HYMEN. mediately in front of the neck of the bladder, and in 
white heifers —why I cannot tell—these corrugations 
I was very much interested in reading the articles | S°¢™ to become attached by a false membrane as it 
on the above subject in The Veterinary Record; | Wee, 80 that the uterine fluids cannot escape. Any- 
issues March 25th, April 1st and 15th. The der- | "@ that has operated on these cases will know 
angement is so common in these parts that it is perfectly well that the obstruction is at the posterior 
naturally supposed to be well known to the pro- end of the vagina, close to the meatus urinaris, and 
Pe nay not at the os-uteri. 
The first case I ever saw was in 1854, when I was | The symptoms and mode of operating have been 
a pupil with the late Mr. John Fisher, M.R.C.V.S., | = a nae Hiecond oe Agen hon by = 
Whitehaven—a white heifer which had recently | #™mett. 1n Ait ma Sar: eae, Ee 
visited the bull: I remember Mr. Fisher saying it | subject is also describe Bi “=o 
was the first case he had ever seen or heard of. He| ‘© must give the record to Mr. P. J. Howard as 
examined the cow per rectum and found a tense | *? quantity of fluid; 34 gallons is more than | ever 
bladdery substance in pelvic cavity under the rectum, | ™et with. pg 8 to 12 pints is about the usual 
which he tapped through the vagina with an ordinary | quantity with ine. a ee ee 
cattle stomach trocar and canula; the case did well. ee. eee mae 
Since commencing practice at Aspatria in 1860, 
I have seen and operated on numerous cases. Only 
a short time since I tapped three in one day. So site. ae wat alte 
common was the complaint that several years ago | | IMPERFORATE OS, [MPERFORATE HYMEN. 
had a larger instrument made, the canula of which is . ee 
10 inches long end 2-in. in diameter, as | found in It is strange ‘how doctors differ.” 1 have 
using the small trocar the operation had occasionally | frequently met with a condition in white heifers and 
to be repeated. J have sometimes been successful in white cows similiar to those lately mentioned and 
opening the sac with the fingers, also with the described 1n your Veterinary Record ; but my ex- 
sharp point of a piece of stick, but, always enlarge perience of this abnormal condition of white beifer 
the opening with the two fore-fingers. I have met | disease, as so called, is neither imperforate hymen 
with cases where there had been no contact with the | nor imperforate 0s, but is due to the formation of a 
male, and also operated on animals under twelve | tough membrane inside the os and adherent to the 
months old—the fluid from these cases is like dirty | uterus. | have frequently met with it in white 
milky-whey with a fcetid smell. The cases are | heifers, but always managed to give relief by rupture 
mostly seem after contact with the male, the con- ;of this membrane, when a large quantity of a 
dition is known in Cumberland as Bull stung. The | clearish fluid of a syrup consistency will flow away. 
fluid material of these is of a dirty brown colour | The animal will require little or no further attention. 
with a ‘stink’ resembling that of a decaying What none of your correspondents have mentioned 
cleansing. I have also come across cases where the | nor did I ever see it mentioned, is that you ory | 
enlargement contained nothing but clotted blood, in | find this same membrane in white om. in oe f. 
which after tapping, if no fluid was found, I enlarged | Sometime ago | was asked to see a pec age pee 
the opening into the passage by tearing down the | year-old short-horn white heifer eo yo e _ 
tissues with the fingers until the hand could be | shown signs of being ready, ud = h ae c 
passed, and remove the blood clot, washing out with relaxed, etc., and restless ; but we - — r 
eight to ten pints of tepid water containing one ounce | scribed she had little or no ad ‘aiffie it rs 
tincture of iron—which I do in all cases after re- | did her little or no good. a 1” “ht nae 
moving the fluid, ‘inserting my hand, [| felt the Os _— vs ki t 
With reference to the veterinary literature named | membrane was attached to it —— y . i mg 
by my friend Mr. Garnet, I may say that on the first up. 1 carefully felt the surface hi “ - ae owe lly 
of July, 1887, the late Mr. Harrison, Warcop, West- | see if I could find the —_ : ie — ry ura y 
moreland, read a paper before the members of the have been left wher» the . + angele re — 
eae ey eee yg nr og eee a umne diltedien 1 ruptured the 
arlis i of the uterine 0 g e. ade : a, De ; 
* omg Harry bh. ag t described this membrane with my finger, being assisted by the cow 

















Aspatria. 





ailment. In the discussion that followed I ex- pressing against me. When this was done J could 
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feel the maternal and foetal membranes inside. I 
had no difficulty with further delivery. I may 
mention there was no hemorrhage from rupture of 
this membrane. The cow did well. 

On March 20th, 1899, I was asked to see a 
white cow, ten years of age, that seemed to 
be ready to calve a few days’ before, but, as 
the owner said, was all closing up again, and he 
was sure she had a calf in her. On examining 
the cow I saw the owner was correct in his 


statements, the ligaments were firming up again. | 


On introducing my hand I found the os quite soft, 
but was surprised to find a tough membrane ad- 
herent to the uteral side of the os in a cow of this 
age. I asked the owner if ever she had a calf before, 
his answer was that she b&i a calf every year since 
she was two years of age and never any mistake with 
her. I carefully felt all round it, which only 
admitted of about three inch diameter when 
it was adherent to the uterus, but I could 
easily break down the adhesions with my finger, 
but did not proceed very far with that. 1! then 
with difficulty ruptured the membrane with my 





IMPROVED SPRING HOBBLES 


(REGISTERED). 





These are for use in casting horses 
of all kinds and ages, and for any 
operation, but especially for colts 
for castration. The special advan- 
tages of the hobbles are _ that 
they are strong, very compact, light, 
most easily applied and do not re- 
quire any fastening, as they have a 
horse-shoe shaped spring which 
simply clips the hobbles round the 
leg. The spring is practically ever- 
lasting, for | am now using a set 
which have been in constant use for 
seven years and are as good as ever. 
They are easily applied to un- 
broken colts, and will be found in- 
valuable to veterinary surgeons still 
casting their colts for castration, 
etc., as a pair of the hobbles may be 
used in connection with a collar 
rope, making the ropes run more 
freely, casting the animal more 
smartly, and preventing any chafing 
of the heels. 

If [ am not taking up too much of 
your valuable space, | should like 
to describe what I have so far 
found to be the easiest, quickest and 
safest method of casting colts Wy 
for castration. First you require 
three spring hobbles, and _ two 
ropes about 10 feet long with a loop 
on one end of each. Place your 








finger and carefully felt down the uterus to see if [ 
could find where the membrane ended, but the coty- 
ledons and placental membranes prevented me from 
feeling far. The calf was dead, and the ligaments 
being firm there was some difficulty in delivery. I 
saw the cow next day when she was alright. 

I have not had a chance of a post-mortem on any 
case. of this kind, but if anyone had an opportunity he 
should carefully record it in this journal. 

Mr.FrankG Ashleyin The Veterinary Record of 22nd 
April, 1899, says, Prof. Walley nearly twenty years 
ago used to lecture on ‘‘a collection of menstrual 
fluids in the uterus due to persistent hymen.” I 
was a same year’s student with Mr. F. G. Ashley. If 
he remembers aright Professor Walley mentioned it 
was said to be due to this cause, but he had never 
seen it; also that heifers had menstrual fluid tinged 
with blood, but he had never seen it. I mentioned 
to Professor Walley that I had seen blood frequently 
behind 2-year-old heifers the day after oestrum on my 


father’s farm. 
A. W. Woop, M.R.C.V.S. 
Turriff. 
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colt upon the position on which you intend to cast| vol. xi.) Schimmel performed this operation on a 
l him and apply a twitch, now take one of the ropes | horse affected with deformative arthritis of the hock 
- (8), pass the loop end round the colt’s neck and | (spavin) and long standing lameness. The extent of 
form a collar by threading the loop and making a/| the exostosis, which prevented flexion of the hoc, and 
iS knot which will not run up; the knot must be on the | the severity of the lameness did not inspire Schimmel 
I off side of the neck; now put a hobble on the off! with much confidence in the result to be obtained ; 
hind leg and pass the end of the collar rope (s) | nevertheless as the horse was unfit for any kind of 
y through it and then back through the collar, passing | work he decided to divide the tibial nerve four fingers’ 
1e the loose end (B) over the colt’s back to the near | breadth above the tendo-Achilles ; he also performed 
side, and there let it remain for the present. Now | at the same time division of the peroneal nerve, in- 
id noose the other rope (a) round the near fore pastern.| cluding the branch which innervates the extensor 
rs put a hobble on the near hind and pass a from the | muscles of the foot. 
al near side through hobble under the colt’s belly to| Immediately after the operation the horse showed 
I the off side; this is the rope which really casts the | a peculiar disturbance in progression ; at each step the 
If colt. Another hobble is now put on the off fore leg, | animal stumbled, and the fetlock was so flexed that 
it but this hobble is not threaded until after the animal | at different attempts to move the inferior extremity of 
er is cast. Now place your men, one good man at the | the metatarsus it touched the ground. In order to 
ed head with instructions to keep the animal's head | sustain the inferior rays of the limb, Schimmel ap- 
ed straight out as soon as he is cast, one man at rope B| plieda padded bandage from the foot up to the fet- 
ily on the near side (this is not absolutely necessary, as | lock. Furnished with this appliance the animal 
ny B is not pulled until the animal is down, and so in| could easily walk. This movement of flexion of the 


the case of a very bad tempered colt rope 8 may be | fetlock diminished, however, very quickly, and after 
left off until the animal is cast and the other legs | a time the mare was able to be turned out to grass. 
fixed) Now place yourself and one man on the off! Under the influence of the use of the limb the 
side on rope a and pull well forward, and the colt will | functional atrophy existing in the crural muscles 
quietly drop down with his near hind quarter touch- | diminished rapidly, so that at the end of a few 
ing the ground first, especially if the man at 8 gives| months it had disappeared. The gait was stronger, 
the colt’s tail a pull to the near side at the same | and in fact the animal was no longer lame even at the 
time. Now thread rope a through the off-fore | trot. but the spavin increased in size to a marked 
hobble, pull these three feet together and fasten the | degree.—(T'ydschrift voor Veeartsenyhunie en Veeteelt, 
rope by hanking it round one of the pasterns. Now| No, u., 1899. ex Annales de Médecine Vétérinaire, 
rove B should be pulled and the off-hind pastern | Avril, 1899.) 1 ae 
drawn up to and fastened to the collar. The end of| (The translator in the year 1886 performed tibial 
rope B may now be passed above the off-hock and | neurotomy on a shire colt of eight months to remove 
bound round so as to hamstring the animal and thus | the lameness, and consequently to prevent progres- 
prevent the leg being straightened out. | sive contraction of the tendons arising from “ ring- 
This method will be found much more easy to per- | bone” in one of the hind legs. The operation was a 
form than describe, and the animals always fall upon | failure because, as was found out afterwards on dis- 
the same ground upon which they stand, they are | secting a limb, the musculo-cutaneous or periosteal 
quickly fastened, perfectly safe, and do not distress | nerve supplying the front of the limb was not also 
either themselves or the operators. The hobbles are | divided. In another case of an exostosis existing on 
made by Mr. Huish, of Fisher Street, London, W.C. | the front and towards the inside of the lower end of 
Reeiatp H. H. Over. | the metatarsus of a chestnut horse, tibial and peroneal 
ae Rugby. | neurotomies were performed with success, but for a 
——— a ——-—--——-—= | time only, as two days after being put to work the 
_lameness reappeared. All the other discoverable 
New Svurvre Burton. | nerves supplying the limb from the hock downwards 
In the description of this button last week, the | were then divided, but without removing sensation 
word albuwen is a misprint for aluminium. The | from the front of the inferior part of the limb.) 
sentence should read ‘‘The button is extremely . 
light, being made of aluminium.” OrtHororm: Tue New Locat ANA:STHETIC. 
a ——_ ~~~ | Attention was drawn to this new drug in this 


’ " TRNAT.S. | journal (Veterinary Kecord) on October 16th, and 

Sere em eens JOURNALS. pers on ieuter 20th, 1897. Since then Klauss- 
a iner has related his experience of it in The Miinch. 

Bost’s Opgration vor tHE RemovaL or Spaviy | Méd. Woch., Oct. 18th, 1898. He says that since 
LAMENESS. | this drug was first brought out a new orthoform has 


After having carefully studied the innervation of | been discovered, having very little chemical difference 














the hock, Bosi formed the opinion that division of the from the old drug. It is whiter in colour, and does 
tibial and peroneal nerves would lead to the removal | not become lumpy ; 
of the sensibility of the whole of the internal face of | He has used it in ulcer 
he hock—an indication of this operation for the 
ttmedying certain serious cases of spavin 
© control the results obtained by Fréhner and Bosi ; quence has b 
(ride The Veterinary Record, p. 448, vol. x., and p. 200, ' periods of time with g 


it has also an evenly fine powder. 
;, fissures, wounds, burns, etc. 
'Jt produces an anzsthesia lasting from 18 to 36 
Desiring | hours. It is said to be non-poisonous, and in conse- 
been applied to cancerous ulcers over long 
reat relief. In combination 
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with Schleich’s anesthesia it will arrest the pain of 
infiltration. It has been used with arsenic for injec- 
tion into inoperable malignant disease. It is recom- 
mended in laryngeal ulceration. In ulcerative pro- 
cesses in the stomach this agent has an almost cer- 
‘tain action, whereas it is useless in nervous gastral- 
gia. In prurigo and herpes zoster orthoform, either 
in powder or ointment, is of great value. In 
ophthalmic practice it has been used with great 
success. In dilatation of the cervix and in curetting, 
tampons dusted with orthoform have been recommen- 
ded. It arrests pain in dental caries, and is success 
ful in fissures of the anus, cancerous ulcers and 
painful bedsores. It has also been employed in hay 
asthma. The author maintains that orthoform has 
justified the statement mgde about it by Kinhorn and 
Heinz that besides being absolutely harmless it is 
able to produce complete and long lasting local 
anesthesia.—(british Med. Journ.) 

(This would appear to be indicated in the painful 
diseases of the limbs of the horse, such as laminitis, 
tendinitis, sesamoiditis, periostitis, traumatic arth- 
ritis, rheumatism, spavin, etc.) 

H. G. 








ELECTION ADDRESS. 





To the Fellows and Members of 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 


The Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association 
have done me the honour of selecting me as one of 
their candidates for election to the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and I now 
ask the profession to kindly endorse their decision by 
giving me their votes. I have been some seven 
years on the Council and I think I have shown by 
my almost constant attendances as a provincial mem- 
ber that I have given all the business brought before 
me my serious and careful consideration, and if 
again elected I promise to continue on the same 
lines. 

I have always been in favour of all progressive re- 
forms for the benefit of the profession, and in my 
opinion nothing has done so much gocd as the 
four years’ course of study, a better class of 
men now being drafted into our ranks who are 
fitted to occupy any position, and the public are 
slowly but surely appreciating the assistance we are 
enabled to give them in many public departments. I 
have been a member of the Registration Committee 
during the whole of my time, and I venture to think 
I have assisted in reducing the amount of advertising 
in our ranks, and at the same time prevented num- 
bers of unqualified men from making use of our title, 
especially as in the case of unregistered shoeing 
smiths using the word “ veterinary.”” I am quite in 
favour of our friends in the Army being put on the 
same footing as the medical departmept, and hope be- 
fore long their wish will be granted. 

ALEXANDER Lawson. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 





(Continued from p. 645). 


Mr. THATCHER: This was the resolution which was 
first put forward, but this was not considered desirable : 
“ That he (Mr. Pinkett) being concerned for the purchaser 
of certain horses and receiving a fee for so doing, had a 
secret understanding with the vendor of the horses, that 
in the event of a sale taking place he was to receive 
some commission or remuneration from him.” That is 
to say, that would have been the finding of fact that the 
committee reported. But the finding that they have is 
this, that Mr. Pinkett did something which was deserv- 
ing of severe censure, they had not found what. 

Prof. McCatL: I may say that Mr. Pinkett denied 
before us yesterday that he received a bribe at all. 

Mr. Barrett: I do not wish to delay this meeting 
more than a minute or two in reference to this most im- 
portant case. I have no hesitation in saying that pro- 
bably it is one of the most important cases we have had 





to consider for a very long time. We have had Mr. 
Pinkett before us on two occasions. On the first occas- 


/ion he was unrepresented, but yesterday he appeared 


accompanied by a solicitor, who, 1 am bound to say, 
conducted his case with very great skill. I wish to con- 
fess at once that Mr. Fraser has to-day made a very 
temperate speech, but he has all along, as we believe, 
taken a course which is an unusually severe one, with 
regard to this gentleman. This gentleman does not 
admit that he was promised a bribe, and there is cer- 
tainly no evidence to show that he has accepted one, and 
it was on that ground, and on that ground alone, that we 
resolved on the resolution yesterday. It is not sutti- 
ciently severe to warrant us, and indeed we have no 
ower by reason of the resolution then passed, to strike 
im off the rolls. There is no doubt that the Solicitor 
is perfectly correct with regard to Section 8. We find as 
to the facts. We were the jury sitting there, and the re- 
solution we passed is not one of guilty so far as Mr. 
Pinkett is concerned, but nevertheless we did consider 
that his offence was somewhat open to reprobation, but 
we did not goso far as Mr. Fraser wishes. I say we 
came to this conclusion after very serious consideration, 
that we were not justitied in striking him off the rolls. 
There are one or two members of this Council who are 
inclined to judge the failings of members with what | 
consider undue severity. We are vested with large 
powers and we have to exercise those powers wisely an 
well. In my opinion we shall act with considerable 
severity if we attempt to take the extreme course of 
striking this man off the rolls. The case afforded a great 
desl of notoriety, and papers commented on it very 
largely, but after all such cases occur in other professions 
besides the veterinary. Mr. Pinkett at the time he made 
those unfortunate answers was under cross-examination. 
It is known to everyone of us that witnesses on those 
particular occasions are not of the coolest temper. They 
often make assertions the importance of which they do 
not at the time understand, and it is just possible Mr. 
Pinkett may have made assertions of that nature. The 
evidence as to the actual condition of these horses 1s, - 
my opinion, somewhat conflicting. Mr. Pinkett says 
when he examined them they were perfectly sound. It 
is true that one horse was found to be lame two days 
afterwards, but, gentlemen, you know, as_vetel — 
practitioners, that anything may happen to 4 a 
within 48 hours. We have no conclusive evidence tha 
this horse was unsound at the time of sale. _ J will — 
that is not the material part of the case. Mr. Thatche 





Manchester, May 2nd. 


stated it very precisely and very clearly yesterday when 
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he said that what we had to consider is whether Mr. | 


Pinkett acquiesced in a commission or gift, which was 


undoubtedly offered to him by the vendor of the horses. | 


He said “I have not received the money. I deny that 
the commission or gift was offered to me.” That, how- 
ever, 1s a matter of extreme doubt. In view of the 


answer he gave in the witness-box we can hardly believe 


that. But the evidence does not show that he received | to put Prof. Dewar in order for a moment. 


the money, and are we not acting with undue severity tu. 
a brother member to strike him off because something 
was offered to him which he may have acquiesced in, but 
has not actually received. Gentlemen, in my opinion 
conduct may be more flagrant than this, and I think 
we should act with extreme harshness if we struck him 
off the rolls. I hope you will not agree to the suggestion 
that this matter he referred back to the Registration 
Committee. We have sat upwards of four hours in 
reference to this case, we have given it careful considera- 
tion, hearing Mr. Pinkett, and going through the evidence 
on the cross-examination in court, and we came to the 
conclusion that perhaps he had been guilty of conduct 
not altogether honourable, but not sufficiently serious 
to warrant our ruining him, because that is what it 
means. Mr. Pinkett has obtained a position in Worces- 
ter with the Corporation. Mr. Fraser says he is already 
ruined, but that is not the opinion of us here. He seems 
to be a man whois respected locally, and although he has 
made a slip it is not for us to act with undue severity in 
respect of this matter. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: Would you tell me what you 
a punish him for? What do you censure him 
or ? 
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Mr. Simpson: No, no, they did not hear the 
| evidence. 

Mr. Fraser : They did on the first trial. 

Prof. Dewar: The judge at the first trial did. 

Mr. Barrerr: Yes, and he gave a decision in his 
favour. 

The PResmpENT: Perhaps you will allow the Solicitor 
I will do 
that if Prof. Dewar wishes. The verdict was for the 
plaintiff at first, and on the second trial for the 
defendant. 

Prof. Dewar : I have great pleasure indeed in support- 
ing Mr. Fraser’s motion, and I hope the next time it 
comes before the Council it will be brought up in such a 
way that the Council can give a final decision. We are 
repeatedly putting men off the Register, young men 
struggling to get a standing in the profession and to earn 
a living,simply for inserting advertisements in newspapers 
or putting out cards. They are not to be spoken of in 
the same breath with a case of this kind. 

Mr. Stmpson : I have no desire either to minimise or 
magnify the offence which has been committed by Mr. 
Pinkett, but I would ask you before you divide on this 
question, to ask yourselves the question, what is the 
Committee to do if you refer this back to the Registra- 
tion Committee? Gentlemen, it will only be.with one 
object, viz., that of asking them to alter the opinion 
which they came to unanimously yesterday. It is no 
use, gentlemen, referring this matter back to the Regis- 
tration Committea in the hope that they will be able to 
gain new facts and other information, because I do not 
hesitate to say that no case has ever been investigated by 





Mr. Barrett: For an apparent acquiescence in some- 
thing which he did not receive. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : An “ apprrent ” one ? 

Mr. Barrett: It is only apparent. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: Then if the report is accepted 
under those conditions we shall simply be stultifying 
ourselves and making ourselves ridiculous. If there is | 
nothing to censure him for leave out the censure and let | 
the Council say they acquiesce in his action. 

The PrEsIDENt : There is the amendment of Mr. Fraser. | 

Mr. Barrett: That cannot be put, as it is out of | 
order. 

Mr. THATCHER : The amendment to refer it back to the | 
committee can be put. 

Mr. Fraser: I am only anxious, if I can in any way 
whatever do it, to divide the Council and let the world 
see that it is not a unanimous vote of the Council. As 
Prof. Penberthy has well said, if the man is not guilty | 
what are we going tocensure him for? Mr. Barrett says | 
this is not a very grave offence. 2 

Mr. Barrerr: No. [said nothing of the sort. I said | 
we had not found him guilty. mn 

Mr. Fraser: I will ask any member of the Council | 
what offence of a graver or more serious character could | 
a veterinary surgeon commit than to receive a bribe / 

The Presmpent: Will you kindly put your amend | 
ment ina concise form and ask the seconder if he agrees | 
with you that the report should be referred back to the | 
committee ? | 

Mr. Fraser: To divide the Council I propose that the 
case of Pinkett be referred back to the committee. I do 
that with the consent of my seconder. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : I second that. | 
. Prof. Dewar : I have very much pleasure in support: | 
ing the amendment of Mr. Fraser. I am a little sur- | 
prised to hear the way in which members of Council are | 
speaking round this table, and the fact of minimising the | 
offence which has been committed by Mr. Pinkett, if he | 

a8 committed it. As far as I am concerned I must say | 





would rather accept the evidence of the judges, who | 


eard both sides of the case, saw the witnesses giving | 
way. 


their evidence, and so on. 


| to the Committee ? 


the Registration Committee which has received more 
care and more anxious thought than this charge against 
Mr. Pinkett. I absolutely assert that it is impossible 
for the Registration Committee to obtain more informa- 
tion than they were in possession of yesterday, and 
therefore it would simply be asking the Registration 
Committee either to simply endorse the opinion which 
they formed yesterday, or, under pressure from the 
Council, to come to some other conclusion. I therefore 
ask you, gentlemen, before dividing on this point, to ask 
yourselves the question, what good is it referring it back 
If the Council desire to impose a 
gr2ater punishment on Mr Pinkett than the Registration 
Committee have decided, by all means let them do so, 
if it can be done, but this is the deliberate opinion and 
the unanimous opinion of the Registration Committee 
which sat yesterday for several hours investigating this 
offence. I have no desire to ask you to be lenient with 
a man who commits such an offence as Mr. Pinkett has 
committed, but what is the object of the Registration 
Committee? Is it a persecuting Committee’ Is it to 
bea Committee for dealing out the heaviest punishment 
that it has in its power to inflict? Is it not rather the 
duty of the Registration Committee to make suggestions 
to you and to deal with offenders who come before them 
in such a manner as will deter others from committing 
offences? Is not that, gentlemen, the great object of the 
existence of this Registration Committee? Look at the 
numbers of cases that come before the Committee, and 
ask yourselves the question, if you were to deal with them 


| with the utmost severity of the law,with all the power that 


the Registration Committee possess, what would happen / 
Why, gentlemen, we should have struck off men from 
this Council. But what do the Registration Committee 
do in the first place, if a member of this College is re- 
repurted to them as having done something unworthy 4 
They give him the opportunity of mending his ways. The 
punishment that it is suggested should be inflicted upon 
Mr. Pinkett may be compared to the punishment which 
aman in a good position would have inflicted upon him 
if brought before a bench of magistrates in the ordinary 
Suppose a man in a good position is brought 
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before a bench of magistrates and he is fined a penny, is | wish. (Q) That you think isa right thing todo? (A.) 
not that as great a disgrace to him, is it not as great a| Certainly. I had the right to accept it. (Mr. Justice 
punishment, is it not as likely to act as a deterrent in the | Day): Everybody is living and battening on commission. 
future, as though you sent him to seven day’s imprison- | It is a most detestable practice. I have said so from the 


ment with hard labour? Gentlemen, I do ask you to 
really consider. I need not appeal, Iam sure, to those 
who were present at the meeting yesterday, because the 
matter was so thoroughly thrashed out, but those gentle- 
men who have spoken and who were not present at the 
meeting, and who do not know the extent to which we 
probed this matter. I do ask them to consider well 
before they refer the matter back to the Committee, 
which is practically saying to the Registration Committee 
“(Go back and go through the form of considering this 
case again, to make a report to us that this man is to be 
struck off the rolls.” 

The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, there is an amendment 
by Mr. Fraser, seconded by Prof. Penberthy, “ That the 
report should be referred b#€k to the Registration Com- 
mittee.” 

Mr. Fraser: I think I have a right of reply. 

The PRESIDENT: Certainly. 

Mr. FrAsER: You will see, gentlemen, I am in a very 
difficult position. If my original amendment had been 
in order, as [ hoped it was, my position before you would 
be much more advantageous than it is now. I fall back 
on the other one from necessity. There are just one or 





Bench over and over again, but it is of no use. (A.) I 
did not ask him for it. (Mr. Alfred Young): They all 
do it. (Mr. Justice Day): There are ways of getting it 
without asking. (A.) It was offered to me. (Q.) Very 
likely. There may be very good reasons for offering it. 
(Mr.- Amphlett): You have known Mr. Shipway for some 
time! (A.) Some years. ((.) When did you first know 
about these horses or when did it first enter into your 
mind that these horses would be likely to suit Mr. Broad- 
wood? (A) On the 28th.” I do not think there is any- 
thing more. 

Mr. Fraser: I think that is enough. 

Mr. THATCHER: Just one word of explanation to put 
Mr. Fraser right ona point, if I may be permitted. Mr. 
Justice Day was sitting as judge and jury. Mr. Fraser 
said that the point turned upon whether these horses 
were passed by Mr. Pinkett, and it depended on that how 
the verdict would be. But the Court of Appeal set that 
question right. If Mr. Justice Day had thought or had 
expressed an opinion that they were obtained by the 
fraud of Pinkett it would have vitiated the contract from 


| the outset, and that was the reason why the Court of 


Appeal upset Mr. Justice Day’s decision, because they 


two points in Mr. Simpson’s speech to which I wish to | did think there was fraud, which vitiated the contract. 
refer. I have known Mr. Simpson for a long time, and | I do not want to defend Mr. Pinkett—it is no part of 


I know he always wishes to make an honest impression 
on those who are listening to him. But when he says 
that the Registration Committee yesterday were unani- 
mous, he is under a misapprehension. We were quite 
unanimous about the guilt of the offender, but we were 
not unanimous as to the degree of punishment which 
ought to be administered to him. Mr. Simpson used 
an expression just now which, to his position, is very 
unfortunate. He says this was the first offence practi- 
cally brought against this man and it was not sufficiently 
serious. 

Mr. Stmpson : I did not say anything of the kind. 

Mr. Fraser: That the offence is not sufficiently 
serious to remove the man’s name from the Register of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. I have been 
on the Registration Committee for some years, and 
during that time we have removed the names of several 
— I ask you, Mr. President, what offence could 
be more serious than the accepting of a bribe from the 
vendor of a pair of horses ? 

Mr. Simpson: I must rise to a point uf order. My 
friend, Mr. Fraser, is arguing under a wrong impression. 

have never said anything of the kind. 

The PRESIDENT: I did not hear you say so. 

Mr. Fraser: Mr. Pinkett himself in the box when 
before Mr. Justice Day did not deny that he agreed to 
accept something. 

Mr. Barrett: No ; that is not correct. 

The PRESIDENT : That is not correct. 

Mr. Fraser: You have the evidence here and | will 
ask the Solicitor to read the cross-examination. That 
comes out clearly. 

The PrestpENT: I do not think so. The Council 
shall hear it read. 

The Soxicrror read the shorthand notes :—“((?) How 
long have you known Mr. Shipway? (A.) Some years. 
{(.) Were you going to have a commission from him ? 
(A.) Nothing wassaid. Mr. Shipway offered it to me— 
he told me if the horses were sold he would give me 
something. I did not ask him forit. (Mr. Justice Day): 
Everybody lives on commission. It is a detestable prac- 
tice. (A.) I did not ask him for it. If a man chooses to 
offer me a thing I am at liberty to take if. (Mr. Amph- 
lett): You were going to charge this gentleman a com- 
mission, and also have acommission from Mr. Shipway ? 
{A ) It was not a charge, it was according to his own 








_my business. The man is not here and his solicitor is 


not here. I want to put the facts as they are.~ It 1s un- 
fair to say that Mr. Justice Day considered that Pinkett 
had been guilty of fraud. Atall events, Mr. Justice Day 
could not have considered he was guilty of such fraud as 
vitiated the contract, or else he must have found the 
verdict the other way. The argument put forward by 
Mr. Pinkett’s solicitor yesterday was quite fair, that Mr. 


| Justice Day had the witnesses before him and was 


enabled to form a judgment which the Court of Appeal 
could not form, who only went on written evidence. We 
We had a better chance of finding out what the truth 
was because we had the man here and put questions to 
him.- The Court of Appeal had simply the shorthand 
writer’s notes, and upon that they found “ Aye” or “ No. 
The Court of Appeal, I say with the utmost respect, on 
this matter might be wrong. I will not go so far as 
Mr. Pinkett’s Solicitor, to say that if they had gone to 
the House of Lords they would not have been found 
wrong, because I have a great respect for their judgment, 
but Mr. Pinkett had no opportunity of defending his 
conduct there. He had here, and this was the finding 
of the Registration Committee. The Committee had 
two resolutions before them, and they unanimously, | 
may say, threw out the first one and adopted the second. 
You may rely upon it, gentlemen, it is not a part of my 
business to defend the Registration Committee, they can 
take care of themselves—-but you must, if I may be per- 
mitted to say so, put a great deal of reliance on gentle- 
men who occupied—the chairman said four hours, but I 
beg his pardon, it was five, because there were two 
occasions—so much time and they gave the utmost care 
to this case. : tae 
Mr. Fraser : I must really protest against this The 
Solicitur gives us advice on points of law. He is not 
here to defend the action of the Registration Committee 
or other Committee ; he must just give us the law. 
think it is quite unfair that he should be the advocate 
of an offender against the profession. Ml 
The PrestipENT: I beg your pardon. I asked Mr. 
Thatcher when all the gentlemen were getting UP - 
speak, as Mr. Pinkett’s solicitor was not here, to correc 
anybody who was not speaking on a question of — 7 
Mr. Fraser: A question of law- a question of lac 
is not in it. 


The PRESIDENT: A question of fact. The Solicitor 
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here has the shorthand notes, and he has gone through 
them carefully. He must know if any gentleman who 
is speaking is speaking relevantly or not on a question 
of fact. 

Mr. Fraser: After reading that cross-examination is 
there any member of this Council who is not inclined to 
believe that the bribe was offered and agreed to be 
accepted ? The man not only acknowledges that he 


he was quite right in consenting to accept this gift. Now 
I go back again to where [ left off. What offence can a 
veterinary surgeon as such commit that will justify us 
in removing his name from the register if this offence 
does not? From 8 years’ experience of this Committee 
Ido not know a more serious offence than has been 
brought home to this man, and yet this Registration 
Committee is willing to gloss it over. (‘“ No,” “no.”) 
What will the public and the members care, or what 
weight will they attach to our report of his imprudence ? 
Surely if we have any lovalty—and I know we have, 
for there is not a man on this Council who is not loyal 
to his profession—should we not stand up and defend it 
against such serious injury as Mr. Pinkett has inflicted 
upon us? [ do hope you will give me your support. | 
am afraid my amendment will not be carried, but at 
allevents let the world know that this Ccuncil does 
not condone the serious offence committed by Mr. 
Pinkett. 

Prof. McCati: If I may be allowed to speak, I think 
we are notentitled to put this man’s name oft the Regis- 
ter except he has been guilty of legal fraud against his 
client. In this case legal fraud was not proven, or he 
would not have been given the verdict in his favour in 
the first case. 

Prof. W. O. WiitiaMs : I beg to move an amendment 
tothe amendment, not only that this matter shall be 
referred back to the Registration Committee, but it 
shall be referred back with an instruction that they 
shall state to the Council whether Pinkett is guilty or 
not guilty of unprofessional conduct. The question has 
been asked by Professor Penberthy. 

Mr. Srmpson: May I read the recommendation ? 

Mr. Barrett : Is this in order, Sir ? 

The PrestpENT: This is our own report and [ do not 
think there is much harm in it. 

Mr. Stmpson: “The Committee having fully con- 
sidered such evidence, and also having heard Mr. Dobbs’ 
and Mr, Pinkett’s own explanation, are of opinion that 
Mr. Pinkett acted with very great indiscretion in 
apparently acquiescing in the promise of a commission 
or gift from the vendor, and consider that he shonld be 
severely censured by the Council.” 

__ Prof. PenBeRTHY : I should like to ask the President 
if he will ask the Solicitor as to whether we have any 
egal powers to censure this gentleman, and if so, what 
oe those powers and for what are we going to censure 

im ? 

Mr. Toarcuer : I take it that the Council have the 
power of expressing an opinion upon that point. 


Mr. Simpson : | think, Sir, there was a little error. 
May I suggest that the names be taken ? 

The PRESIDENT : You can have that. 

Mr. Stmpson : I beg to move that the names be taken. 

The SEcrETARY took the names as follows :— 


For the Amendment. 
Gen. Sir Fredk. FitzWygram Mr. Hartley 
Prof. Penberthy Prof. Dewar 
Mr. Fraser Prof. W. O. Williams 
Mr. Elphick Colonel Duck. 


Against the Amendment. 


Mr. Wragg Mr. Villar 


Trigger Lawson 
Barrett Bower 
Simpson Prof. MeCall 


The PrEsipENt: The casting vote of the Chairman is 
that it shall be referred back. 

The resolution for the adoption of the Report was then 
put and carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Professor 
Penberthy the seal of the College was fixed to the 
authorities for the prosecutions recommended in the 
report. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 

The SECRETARY read the report which referred t) a 
letter received from Professor Young of Aberdeen 
University, proposing a scheme for examination by the 
College for members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons to obtain certificates in public health. The 
Committee having considered the matter were unable to 
recommend to the Council the suggestions contained 
therein. The Committee recommended also that in 
future the list of successful students at the respective 
examinations, together with the subjects in which each 
class has been examined should be sent to the public 
press for insertion. The Committee had also considered 
a request for registration by a Colonial practitioner, but 
considered he was not eligible for registration. The 
Committee had also considered the report of the Chair- 
man and the Solicitor on the application of the Veteri- 
nary Board of Victoria for permission that their graduates 
be admitted members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons on certain conditions, and reported “The 
proposition of the Victoria Veterinary Board is that 
their graduates, after obtaining the diploma of the 
Victoria Veterinary Board should be examined by 
examiners appointed by this College, the details of which 
are set out at length at the foot of the petition. The 
curriculum of the teaching and professional examina- 
tions for the Victoria diploma appear to correspond with 
those laid down by this Council, but an examination in 
general educational knowledge is not compulsory, and 
this, in the opinion of the Committee is a fatal objection. 
There is nothing in the regulations to prevent teachers 
being examiners, though as a matter of fact no teacher is 
at present on the Examining Board. The Committee 
are of opinion that the course suggested by the Victoria 
Board could not be legally enforced, and that the Royal 





Prof. PENBERTHY : Certainly. ae 
Mr. Barrett: Even though it be an opinion of 
censure. | 

Mr. Taarcuer. Oh yes! 

Prof. PENBERTHY : For what ? (‘* Order,” “oh,” “ oh,” 
and “ vote.”) [think it is the most serious question we 
ever had. 

The PrestpENT : I quite agree with that, that is why 
I have given you so much latitude. There is an amend- 
hent “That this matter re Pinkett should be referred 

ack to the Registration Committee.” ; 
ae resolution was then put, eight voting for and eight 

Inst. 

The Presmpent : Gentlemen, as this is an important 
{westion I shall not take the responsibility on myself. 
shall vote that it be referred back to the Committee.) 4 





College of Veterinary Surgeons has no power or right to 
require a colonial practitioner to pass any test. His 
right to registration depends on the value of the diploma 
he has obtained from the Colonial authority. In regard 
to the Walley Memorial Fund the Committee reported 
that a Sub-committee, consisting of Professors M’Fad- 
yean, J. McCall, Dewar, and W. 0. Williams, with Mr 
Mulvey and the President, was appointed to arrange for 
the conduct of the examinations and report to the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Lawson proposed the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Barretr seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


The SecrEeTary read the report of the Parliamentary 
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Committee. The committee reported at the first meet- 
ing they instructed the Solicitor to draw up a memorial 
of the Companies Acts Amendment Act for presentation 
to the Lord Chancellor, the draft to be submitted to the 
committee at the next meeting. Atthe second meeting 
the Solicitor reported that he found a Bill had been in- 


troduced by the Lord Chancellor prohibiting the pro- 


fessions of physicians, surgeons, dentists, or midwives 
being carried on by a company, but that veterinary sur- 
geons were not included, and that he had thereupon 
written to his Lordship pointing out the position and 
status of veterinary surgeons and asking permission that 
a deputation from the Council should wait upon him. 
He had received a letter from Sir Kenneth Muir Mac- 
Kenzie, in consequence of which he had an interview with 
him, when Sir Kenneth stated that the general instruc- 
tions of the Lord Chancellor to the draftsman were to 
cover medical professions, and that he would take care 
the matter was properly gepresented to his Lordship, 
that in the event of his Lordship being favourable there 
would be no necessity for a deputation, but if his view 
was adverse the Council should have an opportunity of 
being heard. The Council approved what had been 
done. The committee reported that the following resolu- 
tion was proposed by Mr. Barrett and carried: “The 
committee recommend that the President, in conjunc- 
tion with the Solicitor, take immediate steps in the 
interests of the profession, to draw the attention of the 
President of the Local Government Board in respect to 
the Order recently issued by his Department to the effect 
that whilst the power was given to the Medical Officer of 
Health and the Inspector of Nuisances to visit dairies 
and cowsheds for the purpose of inspecting cattle, the 
term “veterinary surgeon” had not been included, 
whereas in the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1888, the 
inspection of animals can only be carried out by the 
Medical Officer accompanied by a veterinary surgeon. 
The committee are further of opinion that veterinary 
surgeons are alone capable of diagnosing the diseases of 
animals. 

Prof. W. O. WILLiams proposed the adoption of the 
report. 

Mr. HartLey seconded the motion. 

Mr. Core: I wish to make a few remarks in reference 
to a letter it is proposed to send to Mr. Chaplin. That 
letter is written under an entire misapprehension of facts, 
and I am sorry to say that the writer of the article 
which appeared in 7'he Veterinary Journal seems to have 
made a very great error in connection with the whole 
subject. As a matter of fact no Order has been issued at 
all by the Local Government Board with reference to 
that particular subject. What really happened is this. 
The Local Government Board some time ago were invi- 
ted by the Local Authorities to draw up what they call 
model regulations, which might or might not be adopted 
by the Local Authorities under the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops Order. They did so, and they sent it out 
with a circular. Representations have been made to the 
Board to the effect that it would be desirable that.they 
should issue model regulations for the guidance of 
Councils in the regulations under this Order, but they 
have deferred doing so pending the report of the Royal 
Commission on Tuberculosis. Now I want it to be dis- 
tinctly understood that the Local Government Board 
have really not issued that which we are writing to them 
about in the form of an Order. It is not an Order at 
all. It is merely an extract from the model regulation 
which has been issued by the Local Government Board 
to all the Local Authorities in Great Britain. And so 
far as | am aware at the present moment not one of them 
has adopted it. Therefore I think that modifies the 
position we are in with regard to writimg to Mr. Chaplin 
on the subject, because he might answer us in that very 
way, he may say “ Well, the local authorities, if they 
like, can adopt this suggestion in regard to making 








regulations or they need not.” And what is more, by 
leaving the words in as they are now they may say 
“ Well, an officer might be a veterinarian.” Therefore [| 
do not think it would be a wise thing myself. We could 
not possibly write to him in the sense suggested because, 
as a matter of fact, it is not an Order which is issued by 
the Local Government Board. 

Bsa Barrett : Then [ had better withdraw the whole 
thing. 

Mr. Core: They have only issued one Order and that 
is this: “That article 15 of the Order—that is the 
Milkshops and Dairies Order—shall be altered so that, 
for the purposes of the provisions of paragraphs A. and B. 
thereof the expressions in the said article which refer 
to disease shall include in the case of a cow such disease 
of the udder as shall be certified by a veterinary surgeon 
to be tubercular, and the Order and the Amending 
Order shall apply and be construed with the modifica- 
tions necessary to give effect to this article.” That is the 
only Order which has been issued by the Local Govern- 
ment Board on the subject. 

Mr. BARRETT: May I say, after the explanation of 
Mr. Cope, that I am most desirous of withdrawing my 
resolution : 

Mr. Hartwey: I agree to its withdrawal. 

The motion was then withdrawn and the report 
adopted. 

DaTEs OF EXAMINATIONS. 


On the motion of Prof. McCall, seconded by Professor 
Dewar, Thursday, May 25th was fixed for the written 
examinations in Scotland, the oral examination to begin 
on Saturday, the 27th. 

On the motion of Prof. Penberthy, seconded by Mr. 
Trigger, it was agreed that the written examinations 
should commence in July in England on the 7th and the 
oral on the 10th. 

Mr. TRIGGER proposed “That the examinations for 
the Fellowship degree take place in Edinburgh on the 
26th May. 

Professor DEwar seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 


APPOINTMENT -OF SCRUTINEERS. 


On the motion of Mr. Villar, seconded by Mr. Cope, 
it was agreed that the acting scrutineers of last year, 
consisting of Messrs. Rogerson, Mahon, Mulvey, Jun., 
Hobday, and H. E. Simpson be asked to act as scrutineers 
again. 

“The following additional names were also proposed, 
seconded, and agreed to:—Messrs. Perryman, A. L. 
Butters, H. M. Singleton, H. H. Whitlamsmith, H. 
Lomas, Percy Walsh, G. C. Lowe, F. B. Lowe, Wm. 
Hunting, J. W. Edwards, Reekie, and J. Handcock. 


Motion sy Mr. J. F Simpson. 


Mr. J. F. Srwpson: Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
I beg to move the resolution that stands in my name :— 
“That a deputation be approved from this Royal College 
to wait upon the Secretary of State of War for the pur- 
pose of laying before him the claims of the Officers of the 
Army Veterinary Department to have the prefix re- 
moved from the military titles, and to place them on the 
same footing, in this respect, with the Officers of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, and other non-combatant 
departments of the Army. I am conscious of the fact 
that I am speaking in the presence of officers holding 
high positions in the Army, and it may be that in the 
course of my remarks | may not, for the want of know- 
ledge of the various departments of the Army, be able to 
apply strictly the correct names to those departments 
and other matters, and under these circumstances I trust 
that I may be put right by those to whom I have re- 
ferred. I am induced to take up this question because 
it is well-known that the officers serving In “a 
Majesty’s Army can hardly take upon themselves the 
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task of bringing forward their claims personally or in a 
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body, and, moreover, it will occur to you, as it has to me, 
that the Council of this College has amongst its many 
duties that of watching over the interests of the ofticers 
of the Army Veterinary Department as much as it has 
its duty of watching over the position and improvement 
of the Civilian Veterinary Surgeons. I may say at the 
outset that [ have not had the opportunity of conferring 
with any officer of the Veterinary Department in the 
Army. I thought it better that I should not do so, in 
order that the opinion which you will have the oppor- 
tunity to-day of expressing, may not be influenced by 
anything that might have been said by any of the 
officers of the Army Veterinary Department. More- 
over, it would be unfair to them that they should be 
consulted in the matter, because a Civilian Veterinary 
Surgeon could do what an Army Veterinary Surgeon at 
any rate would hesitate todo. You are aware that some 
time ago there was some agitation by the members of 
the medical profession—the lay members of the pro- 
fession—in favour of having the prefix “Surgeon ” 
removed from their military titles. The representations 
that were made to the proper authorities were well con- 
sidered, and although, I think Iam right in saying that 
it was not absolutely unanimous, yet at the same time 
the representations made by the members of the 
medical profession were so strong that the prefix 
“Surgeon” has for some considerable time been 
removed from military titles. Now, that removal was 
not at first looked upon with favor by the Authorities, 
and although I should be one of the last to advocate any 
sort of system of pressure, yet | am bound to remind 
you of what took place with regard te the Army Sur- 


geons. It was undoubtedly talked about very seriously, | 


not only by the ordinary members of the medical pro- 
fession, but by the bodies from whence these young 
surgeons were to come. As I say, I do not for one 
moment suggest that we should attempt anything like 
the pressure or use the same means that were used by 
the medical profession. I trust that as the authorities 
have seen fit to remove from the doctors’ titles the prefix 
of surgeon, they will, in justice to the members of the 
Army Veterinary Department, see their way to allow a 
like concession to be granted to that department. The 
changes which had taken place in the Veterinary 
nh gee eg hitherto have closely followed those which 
took place in the Army Medical Department, as for 
instance, the granting of titles. You are aware that in 
the first place, the titles, “ Surgeon Captain,” “Surgeon 
Major,” and so on, were granted to the surgeons in the 
army, and shortly after, in consequence of private 
representations, the title of “ Veterinary Captain,” and 
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officers will now be encouraged to hope that their case 
will shortly present itself to the Secretary of State for 
consideration in a like favorable spirit.” There is the 
voice of an organ which claims, at any rate, to re- 
present the view of a large number of Naval and 
Military Officers. I have taken the small amount of 
trouble of sending a circular to each member of the 
| Council in order that he may make himself acquainted 
to some extent with the subject which, perhaps, he has 
not hitherto given much consideration to. I do not 
know that I can do better than quote one or two para- 
graphs from the circular to which [ refer. I think | 
may g° further and say that not only are the officers of 
the Pay Department of the Army entitled to such titles 
as we <laim should be given to the officers of the 
Veterinary Department, but I think I am correct and 
this is of course a question I can be corrected upon 
should I be inaccurate—in saying that titles similar to 
those enjoyed by the doctors and by the paymasters are 
actually enjoyed by the schoolmasters of the Army. In 
fact, the Army Veterinary Department is the only 
department in the Army which now has the prefix 
attached to it. If it is not so, I should ask my military 
friends to correct me. But I say it is the combatant 
rank which has been given to these officers holding the 
position that I have mentioned, namely, paymasters, 
schoolmasters, and surgeons, and it is that which we 
claim should be given to our own veterinary officers. It 
is very naturally felt that such omission tends to cast a 
slur upon a body of officers who have always been 
spoken of in the highest terms by the military authorities, 
and who have commended from time to time for per- 
forming their duties in a zealous, efficient, and un- 
obtrusive manner. The officers of the Army Veterinary 
Department have always abstained from ventilating 
their grievances in the columns of the press or of re- 
sorting to any other system of agitation, but it is 
considered desirable that their case should be briefly 
stated and so presented fairly and precisely to all who 
are interested in their welfare. Gentlemen, I am told 
that this proposal which was made some time ago tu 
abolish the prefix “ veterinary ” had the approval of the 
commander-in-chief, and J think I am right in saying 
that the Adjutant General was not opposed to it. 
There was, of course, opposition to it; otherwise it 
would be enjoyed by the veterinary officers now. The 
Veterinary Department is now the only branch of the 
Army with a prefix. The officers of all other depart- 
ments, with exception of the Chaplains, including the 
subordinate medical service in India have military titles, 
either substantive or honorary, without prefix. One of 
the reasons given for the abolition of the Army medical 





80 on, was conferred upon the members of the Army 
Veterinary Department. That being the case, and in 
consideration of the fact that the two services are of a 
similar nature, the officers of the Veterinary Depart- 
ment naturally expected that the late warrant abolishing 


prefix was its “cumbrous nature.” If surgeon-captain 


‘could be described as cumbrous how much more so is 


the prefix “ Veterinary Lieutenant or “ Veterinary Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel” of the Army Veterinary Department. 
I think we have, therefore, good reason for bringing our 





the pretix in the Army Medical Corps, and the Indian 
Medical Service would be «pplied to them also. | am | 
informed that it is a fact that the Veterinary Depart- | 


claim to the notice of the proper authorities. It isa 
well-known fact, and one that will doubtless be will- 
ingly acknowledged by many military commanders, that 





ment of the Army is the only department which has the | veterinary officers have, from time to time rendered very 
compound title. I think the last officers to have the | efficient service in the field, in the performance of duties 
title conferred upon them were those in the Army Pay | quite outside their ordinary routine, and for which their 
Department. Recently, the members of the Army Pay | superior horsemanship has rendered them peculiarly 
Department have had the title such as we desire con- fitted. We know perfectly well the part played by the 
lerred upon them, and to show that we are not singular | officers of the Army Veterinary Department has some- 
in our belief that the Army Veterinary Officers should | times been very conspicuous, and not only do they have 

placed upon an equality with the surgeons in the |to attend to their ordinary duties in the rear, but they 
Army, I would like to quote a few lines from a recognised | have to take part in the ordinary duties of a combatant 
journal, recognised by Naval and Military men, namely, | officer under fire. The time is getting on and I do not 
“The Broad Arrow.” “The Broad Arrow” says :— | propose to detain you any further, because I think | 
What the doctors achieved by agitation, the pay- | have said sufficient, and I[ believe that you have been 
inasters have obtained by merely quietly doing their duty. convinced by thinking over this matter that the time has 


“ 


eir achievement. therefore, is clearly a novel ex- | come when the veterinary officers of the Army should be 
‘ Probably. ‘the veterinary ' placed on an equality so far as title is concerned, with 
, 


Perience in the service. 
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the surgeons of the Army Medical Department. I 
therefore beg to move the resolution which appears on 
the agenda. 

- Wraac: I shall have much pleasure in seconding 
that. 

General Sir FrepERIcK FirzWycram: [ think that 
the Army Medical Department have made a _ very 
great mistake in asking for military titles which will 
take preference over their scientific titles. I think this 
College will be wrong if it follows the example of the 
Army Medical Department. As a profession we must 
stand or fall according to our ability, and our success, 
and our professional skill. You cannot gain that by 
military titles. Compound titles were given some few 

ears ago when Mr. Stanley was Secretary of State for 

ar. Heconsulted me about it and I thought it was 
well that it should be acquiesced in. The proposal was 
a compound title, one part of. it showing the branch of 
the service to which the hgtder belonged, and the other 
part his relative rank in the Army Service. That I 
thought was a very sensible plan. It gave to the person 
who made the enquiry the branch of the Service to which 
the officer belonged, and it gave him the title which he 
was entitled to in consequence of his service. I think 
that would answer extremely well, and I have never 
been able to see any objection to it at all. The recent 
proposal which has been made is of a very different 
character. The object of it, undoubtedly, is to snuff out 
a title which is not su good in the eyes of the world as a 
military title. [cannot help saying that it practically 
ignores the scientific title altogether and the pro- 
fessional standard. In lieu of that it gives Army titles 
with which the branch of the Service is not connected in 
the least. Weas veterinary surgeons do not wish to 
ignore our profession, the other branch of the Army may 
wish to ignure their professional name, but we at least 
are not at all ashamed of the name of veterinary sur- 
geons. We do not want to sail under any false colours, 
we do not want to sail under any other colours than our 
own, and for that reason I would strongly urge that this 
motion should be rejected. The veterinary surgeons of 
the Army stand remarkably well with their brother 
officers and I wish I could pay the compliment to a good 
many of the sister services. I think if it should be 
offered, and it very likely may be offered, without being 
asked for, of course it would A Her Majesty’s gracious 
command and no doubt we should have to accept it, but 
I feel our pride ought to be in our profession ad not ia 
empty military titles which we have no claim in the 
least to. 

Professor PENBERTHY : I should like to say a word 
upon this subject, although I am not a military authority 
or cognizant really of the desires of the Army Veterinary 
Department. Ido not want to give my opinion as to 
whether I think it is advisable to expunge all association 
with the veterinary profession or to retain it, because it 
has a purely military bearing affecting possibly the social 
life of the members of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment. What I was going to elicit information upon.was, 
supposing the Army Veterinary Department wishes the 
military title, is it possible at this moment for us or 
anybody to go to the Minister of War and ask him to 
grant a purely military title? I read this reply upon a 
question in Parliament. I think he was asked a serious 
question in Parliament as to whether he would grant it 
and he refused. I do not refer to the question which 
was put to him whether a veterinary surgeon was going 
to be made a Brigadier General—that was a question 
put when the medical men were approaching him. I 
should like, if we could get any information from any 
gentleman with a diplomatic turn of mind such as Col. 
Lambert, to ask whether if a deputation waited on the 
Minister of War, it would defer the title or facilitate it. 
If a Minister has put a thing off twice from a diplomatic 
point of view for some reason or other, the pressure 








which will make him say yes a third time must be 


extremely strong, and can be little else than political, 
that is to say, something which will affect his party, 
That is my only reason for asking the question. I do 
not know anything about it at all. If the members of 
the Army Veterinary Department want something, | 
think we should do all we can to support them, but first 
we want to know whether any action we may take up 
will be in support of them at all. Therefore I should 
like to hear whether Colonel Lambert or Colonel Duck 
will give us his opinion as to what the effect of the depu- 
tation would be. 

Col. LAMBERT, while supporting Mr. Simpson’s idea, 
pleaded for a little delay as he said the matter required 
to be ventilated more than it had been. 

Mr. Barrett: May I say in regard to this matter that 
Iam fully prepared to support Mr. Simpson, and I do 
so because I feel that there is a widespread feeling 
amongst the officers of the Army Veterinary Department 
that this prefix should be removed. But I am not 
sure that we should act wisely in adopting the resolution 
presented to us to-day. [am very strongly impressed by 
the remarks Col. Lambert has made and other remarks 
which have reached me from the Army Veterinary 
Department. There is no doubt some stigma attaches 
to the pretix, and it should be removed. I understand 
that the Secretary of State for War has been approached 
on one or two occasions and he has declined to remove 
the prefix. What we have to consider is, whether we 
shall act wisely in again pressing the matter upon him. 
I think after the remarks which have fallen from Uol. 
Lambert, we should not act wisely in doing so. There- 
fore I shall not support Mr. Simpson to-day. However, I 
hope he will have the opportunity of again bringing this 
subject before us, and if sufficient time has elapsed | 
shall be very pleased to support him. I believe the 
veterinary officers are as important to the State as the 
surgeons. Their work is as important as theirs, and 
their work is as arduous as their. The health of the 
horses is in their hands, and no campaign can be won 
unless the horses are in good condition. Having regard 
to this, ask you to defer the matter, and in the event 
of the noxious prefix not -being removed Mr. Simpson 
can bring the subject before us again, and I have no doubt 
we shall unanimously support Mr. Simpson. 

Mr. TricGerR: I would ask Mr. Simpson to consider 
whether he can put the matter off. 

Mr. Stmpson : If I stand alone I shall press it. 

Mr. Core: Iam sorry to hear that the members of 
this staff should have such a disgust and contempt for 
the term “veterinary.” I am very surprised to hear it 
for this reason: because in the Civil Department to 
which I have the honour to belong it has been ot 
enormous advantage to the whole profession. As you 
are aware my predecessur possessed the very peculiar 
title of Director of the Veterinary Department. On his 
retirement it was suggested, and after consideration be- 
tween him and myself, it was thought that it would be a 
much wiser thing and much more to our advantage if 
were to take the title of Chief Veterinary Officer, and 
for the obvious reason that on the retirement of the 
Director from the work of the Department it would be 
competent for a Government to put into that position 
sume assistant secretary who had served under one of the 
Directors, but it would be utterly impossible to place 
anybody in the position of the Chief Veterinary Officer 
unless he were a veterinary surgeon. Under those ¢ll- 
cumstances it seems to me it would be a very great pity 
and mistake for the members of the Veterinary Depart 
ment to lose their prefix, which to my mind they are 5° 
ashamed of. eet 

Mr. Stupson : Nothing has been said about their being 
ashamed of it. eee 

Col. LamBert: Nobody has a contempt for it a” 
nobody is ashamed of it. 
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Mr. Cope: I cannot see that anybody would have any 
advantage by the taking away of the title, or that it 
I cannot see that it will. 
I cannot see that they should be more ashamed of be- 


would advance their interests. 


longing to the veterinary profession than we are. 
Col. Lambert : They are not ashamed. 
Mr. Core: I am speaking of it as an argument. What 


advantage is going to accrue from taking it away I can- 


not imagine. I thought it necessary to make these 
remarks, because I think, in justice to ourselves as a 
body, we ought if we can to put ourselves to the front as 
veterinarians more than anything else. As far as I am 
concerned, I think it would be better that the matter 
should be left to be discussed at some long distant date 
not brought forward at the present moment. 

Professor W.O. WILLIAMS: With all respect to Mr. 
ase te and the motion, and with all deference to Sir 
Frederick FitzWygram and the late Chief Officer of the 


b 


| Professor Penberthy says that it is unadvisable to go to 
the Secretary of State for War. 
Professor PENPERTHY : No, Sir, I asked if would be. 
Mr. Simpson: Yes, but you asked the question, perhaps 
I may say anticipating what the answer would be. 
| Prof. PENBERTHY : Yes, certainly. 
|__Mr.Srmmpson: And what does Colonel Lambert say ? 
He says you have had an answer; wait a bit. The 
| Secretary of State for War said No. Gentlemen, what 
did Mr. Gardiner of the Board of Agriculture say? Did 
| he not say no to your applications. What did Mr, Lon 
| Say to applications that were made to him before I ha 
an opportunity of an interview with him?—No. What 
| did Major Tennant say to your suggestions !—No. What 
| was said with regard to the Scotch Bill when we wanted 
to urge ourclaims!/—No. And why did we get all we 
| wanted /—by simple perseverance. And if you are going 
| to sit down because a man says No to you once, do you 





Army Veterinary Department, I can see from the drift | think you will get anything? Would you take the same 
of the remarks that this question is not yet ripe for this | view of this matter if you were fighting for civil veteri- 
Council to discuss. I consider that it is a matter that' nary surgeons—a grievance of civil veterinary sur- 


belongs to the Army Veterinary Department, and [ 
think when that Department requests us as a Council to 
approach the Secretary of State for War it will then be 
time for us to do so— particularly in the face of the fact 
that the Secretary for War not long ago refused the appli- 
cation. I have great sympathy with the Department 
and | trust that in time they will be successful. I know 
ifthey do obtain what they wish, their social position 
will be very much improved and their chances of increased 
pay and increased pensions will be much better ; but I 
do not think it is ripe for us, and therefore, sir, with all 
respect I move the previous question. 

Mr. TrigeerR: If it is an amendment I will second 
Professor Williams, but I think it isa question of simply 
yea or nay. 

Mr. Simpson : Iam very glad to have the opportunity 
of replying, because I have some answers to the argu- 
ments used against the proposition I have made. I will 
take Sir Frederick FitzWygram first. I give Sir Frederick 
credit fur doing everything he can for the veterinary pro- 
fession. He has always done so, and I believe he will 


geons? That is a question which you will answer 
‘for yourselves. Mr. Barrett says it is premature. 
Premature! Gentlemen, the progress of the veteri- 
nary profession and the recognition of the Army Veteri- 
nary Department depends upon you, depends upon 
the members of this profession, and you are going 
to sit quietly down and allow yourselves to be snubbed 
—actually snubbed—by officers who are combatant 
officers, because they do not want the Army veterinary 
surgeon to hold a somewhat similar rank to themselves. 
My friend, Mr. Cope, has gone wide of the mark when he 
says that he cannot understand why men are ashamed of 
the title. They are not ashamed of the title ; they are 

roud of it. Well, gentlemen, that is all I have to say. 

feel that I stand alone with the present. constitution of 
the Council. In fact, I have naturally an anxiety to see 
whether any motion is going to be oe Mo and I cast 
my eye round the table and I do not hesitate to say I 





am not disappointed with the present constitution of the 
Council. My proposition if it is pressed will be defeated. 
I do believe there are members of the Council who are 


always do so, but I cannot get over the fact that combat- | not present here to-day who would think with me in 


ant officers have always opposed the assumption by sur- 
geons and veterinary surgeons of combatant rank. That 
18a well known fact. Sir Frederick FitzWygram says, 
why should we ignore the scientific part of our profession ? 
We do not do so. There is no intention ot doing it. All 

ask you to do is to make veterinary officers equal in 
every way, so far as titles are concerned, with the sur- 
geonsin the Army. I have given you the opportunity 
of dong it by bringing this motion forward. If you do 
hot care to do it, it makes no difference to me—abso- 
lntely no difference. But I say this: if our veterinary 


opposition to the views that have been expressed in 
opposing my proposition, and I certainly am sufficient! 

interested in this subject not to wish to see it defeated. 
I am satisfied to have brought it forward. Iam satisfied 
to have ventilated the matter, and I hope that the 
opinions which have been expressed on both sides will 
commend themselves to the officers of the Army Veteri- 
nary Department. With your permission, sir, | will ask 
that I may withdraw this motion—subject to the ap- 
proval of my seconder—in order that I may bring this 
forward ata more convenient time and at a time when 





ificers are not to be placed on an equality with the sur- 


seons of the Army, then those reforms which have taken | 


place so recently in connection with the bestowal of | 
tleson the paymasters, schoolmasters, and the surgeons | 
should be swept away again. No veterinary officer, so | 
ar as I know, is ashamed of being recognised as a | 
‘eterinary surgeon. Noone has ever said so. But they | 
oclaim to be put on an equality with the surgeon, and | 
lot to be pointed to as the only department which is | 
ooked down upon. Professor Williams suggests that | 
"e wait until the Veterinary Department of the Army | 
womes to us and says “agitate for us.” Why, Professor | 
“ams is a man who holdsa commission in the Yeo- | 
a try. Imagine a gentleman who holds a position in | 
. Yeomanry supposing that the Army Veterinary | 
partment will come to us as civilians and say “I wish | 
jou would agitate for us.” What would the Director- | 
Coral say to an officer under him, if he came t9 this 
Wucll and asked us to agitate? I tell Professor 


illiams that it would be looked upon as insubordinate. 


I hope there will be present a larger gathering of the 
Council. é . 

The Prestpent: Mr. Simpson, with the sanction of 
his seconder, wishes to withdraw his resolution. 

[Agreed to with one dissentient]. 


Morion By Mr. J. F. Simpson. 


Mr. J. F. Suwpson : I have only todraw your attention 
to the War Office regulations as atfecting veterinary sur- 
geons in regiments. I do not know whether you are 
aware of it, sir, but sometime ago Professor Williams 
proposed a resolution to the effect that it be considered 
by the Council derogatory on the part of any veterinary 
surgeon who acts as veterinary surgeon In any yeomanry 
regiment, while holding the position of a “ farrier- 
sergeant ” or “farrier,” or any position of that kind with- 


out commission—not holding commission rank. There 
are a large number of cavalry regiments which are not 
entitled to veterinary officers as commissioned officers, 
and the position is this, that those regiments must either 
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be without a veterinary surgeon at all, or they must be 
men holding the position I have mentioned—either a 
trooper or farrier, or a farrier-sergeant, and if he accepts 
that position, he is violating the regulations of our 
College. There are a large number of these yeomanry 
regiments which have no veterinary surgeons at all 


' attached tothem. I believe if it were pointed out in a 


proper way that veterinary surgeons cannot act as veteri- 
nary officers in these regiments unless they hold a com- 
mission, the rule with regard to the appointment of 
these officers would be modified to a very great extent. 
I think [ am right in saying—and here again my military 
friends will correct me—-that no regiment of yeomanry 
is entitled toa commissioned veterinary officer unless the 
regiment is of the strength of 3 squadrons—am I using 
the right word. 
Col. Duck: I really do not know, as I have nothing 
to do with the yeomanry 
Mr. Stmpson : Under these circumstances you will see 
that a regiment comparatively large must be content to 
es up with a man who holds the position of trooper or 
arrier, or farrier-sergeant, and if he does hold any one of 
those positions he is liable to be dealt with by the Regis- 
tration Committee of this College. My only reason for 
bringing this forward is that a representation of these 
regulations of this College may be made to the proper 
authorities—I suppose the War Office I do not propose 
in this case that a deputation should go, but I do suggest 
“Tnasmuch asthe regulations of War Office, as affecting 
reserve cavalry forces do not admit of the granting of 
commissions to more than a certain number of veteri- 
nary surgeons for the whole of the United Kingdom, 
that under those circumstances veterinary surgeons who 
acted in that capacity without commissions to yeomanry 
regiments have hitherto been called upon to assume the 
rank of either trooper, farrier, or farrier-sergeant, and 
that inasmuch as the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons has by resolution declared that 
for a member of this body to hold either of the above 
mentioned ranks, while acting as a veterinary surgeon to 
a regiment of yeomanry-cavalry isa contravention of the 
bye-laws of the College, a full representation of the facts 
of the case be laid before the Secretary of State for War 
with the view of obtaining from the War Office the 
proper recognition of veterinary surgeons as commissioned 
officers in all yeomanry regimentr.” That is all I ask 
may be done in this case; that a representation of the 
fact that it is considered by the Council of this College, 
by resolution passed, unworthy of a veterinary surgeon, 
a member of this College, to hold any other position in 
a yeomanry-cavalry regiment than a commissioned officer. 
I believe it would have the effect of causing considera- 
tion to be given to this subject, and that in future all 
yeomanry regiments would have a commissioned veteri- 
nary surgeon attached to them. I move, sir, that such a 
representation be made to the War office. 
he PRESIDENT: I take it that you mean a man may 
not act asa veterinary officer when he is a commissioned 
ofticer. 
Mr. Simpson : That is so, sir, according to the regula- 
tions of this College. 
Gen. Sir Frepk. FitzWyGram seconded the motion. 
Prof. W. O. Witt1ams: I beg to propose that this 
matter be referred to a committee to investigate the 
veterinary attendance on the various yeomanry regi- 
ments in Great Britain. When we know how the veter- 
inary attendance is given then we shall be able to tell 
the War Office exactly the state of affairs. I do not 
know that there are many regiments that have veterinary 
surgeons as farriers. Some yeomanry regiments have no 
veterinary surgeons at all. e 
Mr. Stmmpson : I submit that that has nothing to do 
with my proposition. 
Col. LAMBERT : I should be very happy to support Mr. 








Simpson’s proposition. I think it is one which will be 


very advantageous to the professicn. 


The PrEsIDENT: It is proposed by Mr. Simpson, 


seconded by General Sir Fredk. FitzWygram, that the 
attention of the War Office be drawn to the War Office 
regulations as affecting the appointment of veterinary 
officers to regiments of yeomanry cavalry. 

Mr. Stmpson : In substance it is that a representation 
be made to the War Office to the effect that veterinary 
surgeons cannot act as veterinary surgeons in yeomanry 
regiments unless they hold commissions. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 


Motion sy Mr. Wraaa. 


On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Trig- 
ger, it was unanimously resolved “That all resolutions 
recommended by committees and passed by the Council 
and all resolutions passed by the Council be entered in a 
book kept for the purpose, and properly scheduled for 
reference. 


A VorEe oF THANKS TO THE CHAIRMAN. 


Professor PENBERTHY: I have very great pleasure in 
proposing that the best thanks of the meeting be given 
to the President for the way in which he has performed 
his duty. 

Mr. Stmpson seconded the motion, which was carried 
with acclamation. 








EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PRESENTATION TO MR. JAS. KING, M.R.C.V. 





Mr. James King, M.R.C.V.S., as is no doubt already 
known, has been appointed veterinary inspector under 
the Corporation of London (Islington district), and, in 
view of his early retirement from a similar position 
under the Corporation of Manchester, he was, on Friday 
afternoon, the recipient of a purse of gold and an illum- 
inated address, at the hands of Mr. E. Downs (President 
of the Manchester Wholesale Meat Salesmen’s Associa- 
tion), on behalf of the wholesale and retail dealers at the 
abattoirs. Though only 36 years of age, Mr. King has 
had a distinguished career. He is a graduate of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, having 
attended the usual course of training under Professor 
Walley during the sessions 1884-1887. During that 

eriod he took advantage of every opportunity afforded 
bin of visiting the slaughterhouses and markets of that 
city, under the guidance of Professor Walley and Mr. 
Scoullar (chief inspector of markets). In 1893, he was 
appointed to the position of chief veterinary inspector ol 
the city of Manchester, his duties being : the supervision 
of the corporation abattoirs and carcase markets ; the 
inspection of all animals and carcases therein, as well as 
those in the private slaughterhouses throughout the city ; 
the inspection of all meat, fish, etc., in the shops under 
and for the purposes of the Public Health Act, 1879; 
the enforcement of all orders and regulations 1n connec 
tion with the Diseases of Animals Act, and the inspec 
tion of the markets (live-stock) and fairs for the pur 
poses of the Act ; the inspection of all milch cows — 
the city ; and the special examination and testing = 
tuberculin of all cows used for the production and supply 
of milk to the Manchester hospitals. It is interesting t 
record, in this connection, that he has examined 600 — . 
with tuberculin for the Markets and Sanitary — 
ments, and has frequently been consulted by other wart 
bers of the veterinary profession on this subject. *@ 
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of his work with tuberculin was published in the Royal 
Agricultural Society’s Journal. Mr. King had the honour 
of giving evidence before the late Royal Commission on 
Tuberculosis. From the foregoing it will be gathered 
that his whole experience during the past 12 years, since 
leaving College, has been in connection with the diseases 
of cattle and sheep, and he is thus peculiarly qualified 
to perform the duties of his new appointment in London, 
upon obtaining which he is to be heartily con- 
gratulated. 

The presentation ceremony took place in the Board- 
room of the Manchester and District Hide and Skin 
Company. Mr. E. Downs presided over a numerous 
gathering. The text of the address was as follows :— 


Presented to James King, M.R.C.V.S., Meat Inspector 
by the Wholesale Meat Salesmen and Retail Butchers of 
Manchester, as a mark of the esteem and respect in which 
he is held by them, on the occasion of his leaving Man- 
chester to take up a similar appointment in London. With 
very best wishes for his succes and advancement in his 
new undertaking. 


In making the presentation, Mr. E. Downs referred 
tothe unvarying gentlemanly demeanour of Mr. King 
during the period he had held the position in Manchester, 
and remarked that though at times he might appear to 
have dealt hardly with butchers, in all he did he had 
simply performed his duty in a conscientious manner, 
and had fulfilled the requirements of both science and 
the law. (Hear, hear). They received the announce- 
ment of his appointment as veterinary inspector to the 
Corporation of London with mixed feelings. On the 
one hand, they were much gratified at his success, and, 
on the other hand, were deeply sorry at his severance 
with the trade in Manchester. (Applause). 

Mr. Richarp Brown said his business connection 
with the abattoirs extended over a period of 25 years, 
and he unhesitatingly declared that the relations 
between the tenants and the Corporation officials were 
now more friendly than at any previous time in his 
recollection. Mr. King had fearlassly carried out his 
duties as prescribed by law, and he (Mr. Brown) did not 
think he could be charged with ever exceeding his duty. 
In his new office they wished Mr. King every success, 
and could assure him that if he was not cared for in 
London they would be pleased to receive him back in 
Manchester. (Laughter and applause). 

Mr. MILBoURNE, in a few remarks, said he believed 
Mr. King would always look back with pleasure upon 
his connection with Manchester. Mr. King had always 
conscientiously and efficiently performed his duties. | 

is, however, had sometimes resulted in a loss to 
butchers, and he (Mr. Milbourne) hoped the day was not 
far distant when it would be decided to compensate 
utchers in all cases of confiscation or voluntary 
Surrender of meat when the beasts were bought in good | 
faith in the open market. (Applause.) ; 

In acknowledgement, Mr. J. King, who was heartily 
applanded, dwelt briefly upon his connection with 
Manchester, and remarked that to receive at the hands 
of the traders in that city so substantial a mark of their 
‘pproval and esteem was, to him, an event of great delight, | 








that in London it might be his privilege to work 
amongst such a kind-hearted and appreciative lot of 
traders as he had found in Manchester. (Applause.)— 
The Meat Trades’ Journal. 





ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 





From The London Gazette : 





Wark Orrice, PALL MALL, May 2” 
Vet. Captain G. H. Fenton to be Vet.-Major. 


Yeomanry CavaLry. Leicestershire (Prince Albert’s 
Own).—Vet.-Major E. Bailey resigns his Commission ; 
also is permitted to retain his rank, and to continue to 
| wear the uniform of the regiment on his retirement. 
T. H. Hobson, Gent., to be Vet.-Lieutenant. 





| 
| 
| 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“IS THE GAME WORTH THE CANDLE?” 


| Sir, 

| A friend, solicitous regarding the future welfare of his 
son and heir, writes to me by the mail asking if, from 
my own experiences of the veterinary profession at home 
and abroad, I can recommend it as a career and means 
of livelihood for a young man of good education, reared 
among the refinements of a pleasant and cultured 
home. 

Our friends are apt to shove a rather distasteful de- 
gree of responsibility upon reluctant shoulders, and 
knowing but little of his young hopeful’s predilections or 
capabilities I was constrained to return an evasive reply. 
The question, however, lingers in my mind, and I cannot 
but think that it ought to have been answered with a 
decided negative, for not even the most sanguine optimist 
can say unhesitatingly that the veterinary profession is 
to-day a promising career for a young man, and pro- 
bably there are many able practitioners under the age of 
thirty-five who wish they were well out of it. 

The several conditions which are gathering to over- 
cloud the future of our profession owe their origin 
primarily to the increasing ingenuity of mechanical con- 
trivances to overcome the difficulties of locomotion. 
Apart from the over production of horses in the Western 
States of America, prices of stock in that country have 
been greatly lowered on account of the more extensive 
use of the bicycle, and of electric and cable roads. A 
fairly good horse can be purchased for £6, even in the 
San Francisco markets. It is certain that in a very few 
years every municipality in Great Britain will take 
advantage of the cheap and ready means of transit 
afforded by electricity. Meanwhile the American horse 


Not so much because of the intrinsic value of their hand-| is flooding the home markets and depressing values. 
some presentation, but because of the motives which | Then, to consummate the crash will come the motor car, 
ptompted it, and the feeling it occasioned within him | for no matter how its progress may be delayed, in the 


that he left’ Manchester having made no enemies, but | long 


“tried with him the respect and goodwill of all. | 
pplause.) The duties of a meat inspector were not of | 
© most agreeable character, but he was happy to have 

the knowledge that his work’had been conducted with- 

‘ut creating the suspicion that he was in any way Vin- | 
tive ; but that in all he did he was merely obeying 
® terms of his agreement, and satisfying the require- ] 

ments of the law. In conclusion, he expressed the hope | 


run it will surely triumph over our unfortunate and 


well beloved horse. I recognised the “ handwriting on 


the wall” when I saw the motor trials in a large Eastern 
city in ’95, and was profoundly impressed by the speed 
and comfort of the horseless carriage. 
electric road, and bicycle mean the £10 horse ; the £10 
‘horse is a poor patient for the veterinarian to make a 


The motor car, 


iving out of. I do not maintain, indeed it would be 


foolish to do so, that the motor car will ever entirely 
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supersede the horse, for the love of a good horse is deeply 
implanted in the breasts of many men, and some women. 
I simply desire to draw the attention of brother practi- 
tioners to the reduction in value in our patients that 
must naturally follow the wider use of mechanical 


_ appliances. And I have practised among cheap horses, 


it 1s practice that brings little satisfaction, for you have 
continually to balance your £10 of horseflesh against 
professional services, drugs, feed, servants’ time, and your 
chent’s patience. 

Optimists look towards Public Health Departments 
for relief. In the past the veterinarian has rendered 
distinguished services to the various Governments of the 
world by the suppression of many of the contagious and 
infectious plagues of animal kind, by doing so he has also 
narrowed his own sphere of remunerative usefulness. 
And when the world slumbers peacefully, unalarmed by 
these scourges, will he Je gratefully remembered? I 
fear not. Then comes the turn of the policeman and 
the butcher. The experience of the past teaches us, and 
ought to convince even the most hopeful, that neither 
central nor local authorities will ever grant their veterin- 
ary advisers more thana very poor living. There is more 
glory than pay for the veterinary sanitarian, and not 
much of the former. 

It is time for us, as a body corporate, to carefully con- 
sider the difficulties which in a few years we will be 
compelled individually to face, and to take timely 
measures to ameliorate their ill effects. For this reason 
I am heartily in favour of the highest standard of general 
education being demanded before entrance to our schools 
is allowed. This tends to prevent over-production, and 
to a certain extent ensures the entrance of the only type 
of practitioner who will in the future be able to earn_his 
living by the practice of veterinary surgery. The days 
of the veterinary practitioner depicted in the page of the 
American comic weekly, Zz/e, a few months ago, wh. can- 
not write a prescription and deals mainly in “ rosin” and 
“nitre” (excellent in their place) are numbered. The 
veterinary policeman and butchering meat inspector will 
soon be looked upon as relics of a pre-historic period in 
pathological annals. Clients, even local authorities, ex- 
cept in remote country districts, are becoming sufficiently 
educated to see that the ‘‘ smattering of physiology” a 
“Venerable Quack” speaks of is not a quite sufficient 
foundation for the successful diagnosis and treatment of 
disease. 

It has been blindly argued that the higher educational 
standard is an injustice to the budding veterinarian. The 
argument is absurd ; no man can have enough education 
to fit him for the duties of his profession. Moreover, the 
narrowing of the gates by closing out less competent men 
will tend to give him a little elbow room in which to 
make a living, and his education will give him a better 
chance to earn a_ sufficient compensation for his 
labours. 

Sir, I fervently hope, even in class-ridden England, to 
see a day come when the educated veterinarian will be 
enabled to meet the majority of his clients on an equal 
social footing, and the necessity of “alehouse” practice 
and “tips” to stud grooms and stablemen thus dispensed 
with. This necessity is the curse of practice in the good 
Mother Country.— Yours etc., 

Harorp B. Exuiot, M.R.C.V.S. 

Hilo, Hawaii. 


TUBERCULIN TESTING. 
Sir, 


In reading the report of the meeting of the R.C.VS., 
in your journal, Mr. Cope, of the Boawl of Agriculture, 
speaking of the use of tuberculin and mallein says, “ At 
the present moment we at the Board of Agriculture are 
in communication with the Home Office on that very 
point, as to whether it is necessary for any person to 





have a licence in order to test animals with tuberculin 
or mallein. There is no question about it that it does 
produce pain, more particularly with mallein, and under 
the act as it now stands, no person can perform an 
experiment and inflict pain unless he holds a licence 
from the Home Office. sae before we meet again | 
may be able to give some definite reply to Professor 
Williams.” 

.I venture to draw the attention of the President of the 
R.C.V.S. to this statement, and suggest as our President 
he should watch the interests of the local practitioner. 
Surely; the obtaining of the diploma of the R.C.V.S., 
should be sufficient qualification for the performing of so 
simple an operation as subcutaneous injections. Also be 
careful that the Board of Agriculture do not take the 
testing with tuberculin and mallein out of their hands 
(as they already have in the case of outbreaks of swine 
fever). This might be the getting of the thin edge of 
the wedge in, and ultimately the Board may send 
resident men into certain centres to do all required in 
that district under the “Contagious Diseases Animals 
Acts,” thus robbing the local veterinary surgeon of much 
work as well as locus standi in his own district. 

Although the said practitioner might not require (or 
wish to obtain) a licence for vivisection, he certainly 
should be considered the competent person to carry out 
tests in his own practice without having to call in the 
aid of a special person appointed by the Government.— 
Yours faithfully, 

R. Lewis GREEN. 

[The use of mallein and tuberculin is no ‘ experiment.” 
We know what they will do as accurately as when we 
apply a blister.—Ep.} 





‘i CARLISLE. “CRUELTY” CASE. 
ir, 

A great deal has been written, and a considerable 
amount of ill-feeling expressed with regard to the part a 
few members of the profession, more particularly myself, 
took in the Carlisle “ cruelty ” case. In fairness to my- 
self I think it is only right that I should give an ex- 
planation of the part I took in the matter. First of all 
[ was consulted by the R.S.P.C.A., through their officer, 
upon the following facts as stated by him, viz.:—“On 
December 30th, 1898, about 6 p.m. a cow showed symp- 
toms of calving. She was examined by the owner who 
failed to deliver her. He then obtained the assistance 
of neighbouring farmers who also failed to deliver her 
and recommended that a veterinary surgeon should be 
called in. Mr. Hewson was sent for, but not being at 
home Mr. Hurst, Mr. Hewson’s assistant came. He also 
failed to deliver her, although he succeeded in placing @ 
cord round the calf’s neck. Mr. Hewson was again sent 
for and arrived early in the morning, but he also failed 
to deliver the cow ; was unable to pass his hand into the 
passage because of the swollen condition of the parts, 
and in consequence recommended that she should be 
destroyed.” 

The questions put to me were theze :— Xe 

ist. Did I think that the cow was in a fit condition to 
travel a distance of about three-quarters of a mile ? To 
which I answered, No. , 

2nd. Did I consider it cruel to travel her that distance 
when she could have been destroyed nearer home : 
gave it as my opinion that it was an act of cruelty to 
do so. 

The case was tried in due course at the Cumbel 
Petty Sessions, held at Carlisle, and unfortunately 
Hewson was included as one of the defendants. ~ 
repeated my previous opinions and have not yet re 
occasion to change them. I may state that wonky mn 
first hearing there was not a veterinary omegom she 
for the prosecution or the defence, but admitted ye ve 
would not have ordered a cow to be driven 
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quarters of a mile under similar conditions. No humane | on incessantly until she killed herself from pure 
person would, and I do not believe that Mr. Hewson exhaustion or got rid of the foetus.” What really occur- 
ordered her to be driven that distance. The great mis- | red is this: One of the magistrates asked if any of the 
take that Mr. Hewson made wa: trying to screen his | experts could tell him how long the calving pains con- 
client by telling the Superintendent of the Police and | tinued after a cow began to calve. I declined to answer 
the officer of the R.S.P.C.A., that he took upon himself | and suggested that one of the veterinary surgeons for 
the sole responsibility of what took place. I suggest | the defence should answer the question. Mr. Hewson 
that if it had not been for this statement Mr. Hewson | took upon himself to de so, and stated that the pains 
would never have been prosecuted, and [ know that the | ceased almost immediately after the water bleb burst. 
‘Society was most anxious not to prosecute him, but to get | Upon this statement the Society’s solicitor said that he 
the real defendant they were reluctantly compelled to | felt it to be his duty to ask my opinion. I was 
do so. La ; called and stated that I did not agree with Mr. 
In my opinion a great many veterinary surgeons are | Hewson, and that the labour pains would continue 
too anxious to screen their clients who are charged with | for some time with intermissions, after the bleb 
cruelty and in doing so they place themselves in a false | broke or until the cow became exhausted or the 
position. I have no doubt this is the reason why several | calf was delivered. The magistrate who asked the 
veterinary surgeons have lately been included as defen- | question, said that this was also his experience. | 
dants in recent prosecutions by the R.S.P.C.A. regret that the letter of your correspondent in your 
If at the first trial Mr. Hewson had asserted in the issue of the 22nd March, and signed under the nom 
same emphatic manner as he did at the appeal, that he| de plume of “Conscience,” precludes me from doing 
did not authorize the cow to be driven the unnecessary what I had made up my mind to do, viz: to send Mr. 
distance, I have not the slightest hesitation in saying | Hewson a cheque for the fees which I have received, or 
that the case against him would have been dismissed. | may receive from the R.S.P.C.A. I challenge him to 
[ have strong reasons for believing that it was upon this prove (1) That I have in anyway acted dishonourably, and 
fact, not as to whether there was or was not cruelty. (2) That what I did was for the sake of “ filthy lucre.” 
that the conviction was quashed, and personally I was | If he can prove either I will send Mr. Hewson a cheque 
very pleased that 1t was so, as [ do not believe Mr. | for £25 towards the cost of his defence, or if he can 
Hewson guilty of cruelty. prove both I will send a cheque for £50 for the same 
We have the evidence of Mr. Hurst and Mr. Hewson | purpose. If “ Conscience ” cannot uphold his assertions 
that the calf was dead and swollen. When Mr. Hurst and will apologise through The Record, signing his name, 
arrived he was able to place a cord around the calf’s neck I shall be most happy to forward to Mr. Hewson a 
and toenable him to do so the passage at that time | cheque for the fees received or which I may receive in 
cannot have been seriously affected, but when Mr. | connection with this case, without deducting railway or 
Hewson arrived scme hours later he was unable. | personal expenses. 
to do anything and ordered the cow’s destruction G. ELPHICK. 
1 would ask “ What serious alterations had taken place| Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
inthe interval between the time of Mr. Hurst placing 
the cord round the calf’s neck and Mr. Hewson’s arrival ? 
Also ‘‘If the unfortunate cow was chewing her cud, THE CARLISLE CRUELTY CASE. 
walking about and rubbing herself against trees, why | Sir, 
was not an attempt made to perform embryotomy?”| May I suggest that the veterinary surgeons employed 
Perhaps it will be said that it would cause unnecessary for the prosecution in this case should be summoned 
pain as there was no chance of the cow’s recovery. I | before the Registration Committee to explain their 
venture to say that it would not have been more cruel | conduct. Merely returning their fees to the victim is not 
to perform embryotomy than to drive the cow un- | enough.—Yours truly, 
necessarily a distance of three-quarters of a mile when 
she could have been put down much nearer home. To 
have performed embryotomy was to give the cow a 
chance to live, (especially when she was “chewing her __ 
cud, walking about as if nothing was the matter, and rub- | Sir, 
ing herself against trees,’) by not doing so, death. I never for a moment thought when I sent you the 
Under the circumstances a veterinary surgeon was justi- | address you kindly found spice for in your issue of the 
fied in trying the operation. ‘ 22nd ult., that I might be called upon to answer ques- 
What did happen to the poor unfortunate creature tions through the medium of The Veterinary Record. 
when she at length reached the place of execution? She | I may here state it is not my intention to enter into 
was shot and supposed to have been killed, but was | correspondence of a continuous type. I wish to thank 
found to be alive about an hour afterwards. What “ Puritan ’ for his complimentary criticism on the few 
appened now? The executioner was again sent for and diffused remarks I have made. [ am afraid my views 
again the cow was shot. will not be altogether in harmony with those of the 
t have had occasion to go to Carlisle several times | questioner. I feel certain, however, “ Puritan” is a man 
Since the case was tried at the Petty Sessions and since | of sound common sense, and can only “~; me to give 
the appeal, and I have been informed by independant | an unbiassed opinion on the questions he has put. 
persons that the poor beast had to be shot a third time| Dol consider it derogatory for a professional man to 
ore she was put out of her misery; also, that she be engaged in trade? No. But that trade, whatever it 
took the ground two or three times on the road to the | may be, must be carried on in a perfectly legitimate 
Place of execution. manner. quite separate from his pepe Suppose the 
Supposing a veterinary surgeon had not been a defen- | man has a grocery ics a —— vhould — ; sae! . 
“ant in this case would a finger have been raised against | many far too numerous to mention, I : | 


Py 4 . _ —— es. nas 
0se members of the profession who gave evidence on | to see over the door of the “business place Veteri 


behalf 0 » say No! | nary Surgeon,” etc., or on the brass plate, if he has one, 

had “loeiney T seuld Hike teen's statement | on the door of his residence, signifying his professional 
wade by Mr. Hewson at a meeting of the Border Coun- | calling, the trade added thereto ; neither should glaring 
ies Veterinary Medical Society held at Carlisle on billheads with the different callings be used. One great 
itch 22nd. He says that I stated in evidence that | reason for my not seeing this derogatory is: there ve 
“Immediately a cow commenced to pain she would pain ! plenty of veterinary surgeons, good men, too, who 
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for reasons inexplicable cannot command a practice of 
sufficient scope to earn a decent living, and why should 
they be asked to live on bread and cheese if they can ob- 
tain beef, etc., by honestly engaging a portion of their 
time, and capital also, in any calling that is honest and 
not detrimental to the profession. 

There are two kinds of occupation whicb I do not think 
veterinary surgeons should on any account enter or carry 
on whilst they are practising theis profession. The one 
is, the buying and selling of horses asa business, in fact, 
horse dealing. I am perfectly certain that horse dealing, 
no matter what the standard may be, and “ vetting”—I 
hope to be forgiven for using the terms—cannot work to- 
gether. Iam sure I need not try to explain the reasons, 
their name is “ legion.” 

The other calling I seriously object to veterinary sur- 
geons entering, is that of a chemist and druggist. 

In my opinion the veterinary surgeon wieotat obtained 
the diploma of the R.C.V.S. solely for the sake of adding 
the letters to his signature, #fd carries on the business in 
question, does more harm to the profession and offers 
the greatest insults to its members of any class of trans- 
gressor. I am not altogether sure that the prohibition 
of advertising entirely does away with this practice. 

1 quite thought my views clearly expressed ve the 
employment of unqualified assistants. I think it should 
be stopped, and hence my reason for suggesting as it 
were a remedy. Without some such means what is. to 
be done with the class of men I referred to, some of 
whom may be married men with families partly brought 
up ; for their sakes I am guided by a law, which has been 
in existence long before any veterinary surgeons’ acts, 
nature’s great law, “that man to his brother,” etc., 

Next the forge question. I have come to the con- 
clusion long since that members of Council should be well 
mixed, that is to say, a fair proportion of London and 
provincial men. I think this is one question that could be 
answered with greater accuracy by London practitioners. 
However, as “Puritan” wishes for my opinion I am 
bound to give it. 

Personally, I should say, the forge is an absolute 
necessity on any well established veterinary premises, 
pea ag cer in large cities and town, where foot cases in 

eavy horses must form a great proportion of the 
patients sent to an infirmary. I am inclined to believe 
that from the earliest dates of anything recorded relating 
to veterinary surgery or medicine, the forge has been 
connected therewith. The art of farriery has improved 
with veterinary science, and I maintain is part of it. 
What part of the horse claims more attention to keep it 
right once the horse has entered into his artificial life 
than the foot? Where can that attention in part be so 
well bestowed as in the shoeing shop? and by whom 
with greater benefit should it be rendered than the 
veterinary surgeon? I am loth to believe that all 
veterinary surgeons who have a forge are empirics, in 
fact I know to the contrary. 

The touting is of course very wrong, and should not be 
countenanced any more than any other dishonourable 
act. I could not have thought it is carried on to the 
extent “ Puritan” leads me to believe, hence my 
reason for saying large town practitioners can form the 
best opinion as to the advisability of “forge or not.” 
The forge of some veterinary surgeons must not be con- 
demned, however, solely because other veterinary 
surgeons have not the opportunity of having one. 

I fear my answers to the inquiries will not be satis- 
factory to ‘‘ Puritan,” whom I again thank for having 
troubled to read the address and question me, and 
assure him that the replies given now will be the views 
held by me until some unforeseen cause shakes my faith 
on any of the subjects. 

* Wm. Bower. 


East Rudham, Norfolk. 
May 2nd, 1899. 





= ELECTION ADDRESSES. 
ir, 

Mr. Bower’s election address affords many points for 
reflection and on which criticism is permissible. His 
attitude towards the unqualified assistant is a point on 
which unanimous protest should be raised, and as the 
duties of the Council are to see that men receiving the 
veterinary diploma are thoroughly trained, and that the 
public is not exploited by pretenders, it is to be hoped 
that.the profession will not send to the Council one who 
does not bear this well in mind. There can be no 
collaboration of qualified and unqualified men—a line 
has to be drawn, and the absence of our diploma signi- 
fies unfitness to practise. Unless this law is arbitrary 
it is worthless, and that its violation must of necessity 
injure the profession cannot be denied even by Mr. 
Bower, who admits that the keeping of an unqualified 
assistant is unjust towards the younger members. If 
wrong to some it is wrong to all practitioners and wrong 
to the public. 

Let us understand the man he upholds in one breath 
and condemns in another—the useful unqualitied assis- 
tant—useful chiefly because his services can be obtained 
at a lower figure than would be demanded by one hold- 
ing the diploma, as we all have reason to know. 
Such an assistant is a man who, if he had had a proper 
training, would have made a good veterinarian ; un- 
doubtedly he can curry favour with many clients, often, 
however, by a kind of civility dangerously resembling 
that displayed by the coachman. Sometimes he is a good 
business man, shrewd and taciturn, to whom we cannot 
help feeling well disposed ; but though as charitably dis- 
posed as Mr. Bower we still feel forced to condemn this 
assistant, and we feel that he must be prevented from 
usurping the place of the trained man, and also from 
gulling the public. 

ONE OF THE YOUNG SCHOOL. 


THE TITLES OF THE A.V.D. 
Sir, . 
I was extremely pleased to see your leader in 7 the 
titles of the A.V.D. Mr. Powell Williams’ reply to Capt. 
Norton’s question in the Heuse was an insult to the 
whole profession. If “the Secretary of State is not pre- 
pared to make the alterations of titles suggested ” let the 
profession show “it is not prepared” to put up with 
shghts and snubs of this nature by uniting and cutting 
off the supply of desirable candidates for the Service. 
Our Colleges are not subsidized by Government, so can 
take action fearlessly. And if the Professors will point 
out to their classes the humiliation entailed by joining a 
Department “ear marked ” as you justly say in this way, 
a dearth of candidates to fill vacancies may induce the 
Secretary of State to find that he has not so “fully con- 
sidered” the question as he imagines. The small pay, 
hard work, and scanty rewards for active service doled 
out to the Department by the Indian Government, 
and our unjust and miserly pension rules are rea 
grievances and might also be explained to intending can- 
didates.— Yours truly, ” 

Maroon FActnes. 
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